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NOTICE 


OF THE PUBLISHING COMMITTES:. 


TuroucH# the goodness of God we are 
enabled to offer to its patrons and friends’ the’ 
fourth number of the Christian Monitor. It’ 
consists principally of discourses on ‘duties, 
which arise from connexions in domestick lifew 
Some of them were never before published > 
and the rest, probably, will be as new as the 
first to the generality of our readers, The! 
fourth, fifth, and sixth are from the sermons 
of Francklin, and the two last from those of 
Riddoch. We have thus partly composed 
the second volume, as well as the first, of the 
labours of others, both because variety is here“ 
pleasant and useful, and for the sake also of 
displaying the liberality of our design. Of 
novelty we are unambitious. If we can do 
good, our end is attained. Our society was: 


instkuted not so tauch to create as to diffuse, 
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It is the object of our efforts to bring together 
‘sound theology, serious monitions, and useful 
instruction on the duties of religion, and to 
present to the publick, in a cheap and portable 
form, valuable sermons and tracts, which per- 
haps would otherwise be inaccessible to the 
busy classes of the community. This pur- 
pose, which we have already begun to effect, 
we hope still more successfully to pursue. 


The prayers are composed with a view to 
eompress the substance of the discourse into a 
small compass, as well as to habituate the 
christian reader to look to God for salutary im- 
pressions after hearing or reading theological 
lectures. 7 

The hynans are inserted to remind us of 
the duty of praise as well as of prayer ; and 
in another form to exercise the heart on the 
same subject. They are mostly too well 
known to need a reference to their authors. 

- That we might still employ without fa- 
tiguing the attention of persons on our great 
and favourite concern, we have variegated the 


appearance of our pages, by adding to our tracts 
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en the social virtues, a number of illustrations 
of sacred texts, which were occasionally han- 
dled at the Thursday Lecture.. They are part 
of a series of papers, which has already appear- 
ed in some of our literary journals. Besides 
contributing a mite toward confirming the 
faith of the christian, and awakening the fears 
of the unbeliever, they may serve as hints, or 
specimens, of the ease with which an argu- 
ment may be deduced, from subjects casually 
discussed, for the divinity of our religion. 
We take this opportunity of expressing 
thanks to subscribers for the encouragement 
which the work has received ; to our brethren 
in the ministry, who have kindly charged 
themselves with the care of subscription pa- 
pers, and taken the trouble of distributing 
numbers ; and also to other gentlemen, who, 
have consented to be agents in promoting our 
pious and charitable views. 
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DISCOURSE I. 


ON THE DUTIES OF AGED MEN.” 
i 


Titus ii. 1, 2. 


Speak thou the things which become sound doctrine 


that the aged men. be sober, “grave, temperate, 
sound in Saith, in charity, in fatience. | 


‘SPEAK thou the things which toe 
sound doctrine.’ “Our curiosity immediately 
awakes to se¢ the things, which merit this hon- 
ourable name. “We keep close to the apos- 
tle’s words, and find him continue to say, 
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perate, sound in faith, in. 1 charity, 


The aged women li likewise, that Te gs ey. 
haviour as becometh holiness, not false accu. 


sers, not given to_ much wine, teachers. of 
gpa Sankey, Poa may teach the young 
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women to be sober, to.love their husbands, 
-to love their children, to be discreet, chaste. 
- keepers at home, good, obedient to their own 
husbands, that the word of God be_not blas- 
phemed.’ Next to the young women. the 
young men are-admonished of their duty ; 
and next to t ae wt? servants. All conditions 
of people are ards taught to live soberly, 
righteously, and godly.; and then the chap- 
ter concludes ,with a charge to Titus to speak 
and exhort these . 
Thus, by attending to the declarations of 
_ plain scripture, we are convinced, that sound 
doetrilie | Consists in, teaching to persons those 
duties; ‘which Mare. Suited, to their sex, age, 


and station in society. Every. minister of 
s d sgt aae wish, to, ae 


Te rs or, W ‘hat 
Fi, “2s the rule of his 
mitted. to every chris-. 

3 that, t the, sound and. 





) 
amet rated’; anid“ yall inks : 
ages hé “will ince a Pesier i 
which’ ‘are the” ek 
future happiness?" 

“Coiforthiably wher 
vice, it is thy intention,” 


nes hc ed repr 


the’ winter chet 107 Redatee vn 
eritréat you, in'the ‘spirit of mieékness? | T 
not thelanguage of reprodf, but! 
monition and encouragetnént Bs 

T dare’ not acciise’ you ‘biit a8 


pido 7a ee gid 
hristian monitof.’ . so it sph 
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rae ve eee! There is a mental, as 
: sobriety, and that is the kind of . 
a to which: I now ask your attention. So- 

briety of mind consists in humility and conde- 
scension, in and gentleness. It intends 
area to listen to the voice of reason.and the 






language of argument. It implies love of truth, 
a willingness to be convicted of errour, anda de- 
Sire of improvement. If you are men of sober 
ee you like nothing better, than to have 

isa] snsions rectified, and your -mis- 

correeted. , You tell us, that you live to 
niga coed It is the constant wish of 
patty shane A cure yyourselyes of some 
one fault, and ‘acquire some one good dispo- 
sition; .to, get quit of a portion of your igno- 
vance, and add something to your stock of 
knowledge. ..It is: indeed prophesied of: you, 
and. d ic ioe haal Se 
‘early’ piety, that yow ‘ shall still bring forth 
fryit.in old’ age; “you shall be fat and flour- 


ishing,’ But'this promise of aged fruitfulness 
ee ees with meekness 














ness‘6f. jeanacerinnartatale: ae erell 
and to: that impatierice which exchides®*thé 
hope of improvement, consider fourselves'stil 
candidates for ‘convidtion. ©» Instead of 
way'ito a wm we of ‘will, trai hich: a 




















-ctbbretaren relates solely to your: manners ; 
‘butitvis not therefore a matter of trivial-im- 


sopestance. The manners have an influence over 
Stheshearty:as-wellvas. the heart over the man- 
“menteepblence a view to the soundness of your 
Sudh Teason for your ob- 
"serving: circumspect and grave demeanour. 
» ‘Phere-are also other motives to this branch of 
your duty. -Youvalue the respect of -your 
‘fellow men ; you value your influence on their 
Manners ; penaees Eepnrwrel punaing 
the of our salvation: 
ne gravity of manners you efll.not 
ner ome rane the 

































of the:young 5 imthis case, you onli excite 
the pity, not the reverence, of mankind; and 
not even your hoary hairs would con, from 
the contempt of the wise» oo) bo wy ta 
Mankind, however, are nioteiniosresliy hee 
‘Many there are, who, though’ chop epuld “nce 
respect persons at once old in yearsand juven- 
ile in. manners; yet would-be far from vietving 
your levity with: displeasure. . Some, it isto 
countenance their frivolity, 69. feerocn le > 
Consider, moreover, the interest of our 
comtcon gospel. «Wall snot’ be 
wounded, will it not be exposed:to derision, 
if you, its veteran supporters, are as volatile in 
your amusements, and.as: giddy: m-your man. 
gquwes2: sosiandey emia! E > ovodsr 

















eanbntys. da Anbinighanptlens sactendie tp 
titesamder the sway of reason; in obsery- 
_ ig’ the Jaws of moderation in the whole of our 
conduist’ ;- in domg -nothing, in short, which 
Fs Nt er rene 











thane era of 
— drop of the»teal cordials of human life. 


and devotian» « Ce | 
iiuatrika et. ga we ia sie dees a SP a 












| Bhe-termsfaizh, in the scriptures, is variously 
ased,;. Et» ign ae and 


DS most common, signification of faith 
dence in-God..\ This’is its meaning in 
fe used in 
the. passage before us. — Itt is the substance’ of 
ngs-hoped for,-and the evidence of things 
pater tes eg amet 










t e Sap a mr sin. for a season ;’forvhe 
had respect, unto the recompense of reward, 










lief henkerdiniinan mehaaebtanhetanaaie. 7 
declining years. Strengthen in your tinds” 
every principle.of faith in: God, and ‘alsov it 
Christ, which through gracggiven'to you; still 
remains ; but which through your bodily ‘de 
cay. may be ready to dies »Lift-up the hatids’’ 
which hang down, and the feeble knees. Make” 


use of all the means which a 

vides for, bringing home perpetually | to your 
bosoms this consolatory truth, that there’ are ih 
reversion things which eye ‘has‘not seeh, eat 
has not heard, heart has not ¢oneeived ; bies-/ 
sings ineffably glorious; which the fiithful-in’ 
Christ Jesus will hereafter:possess. *' Let your: 
cxpectationof£ oamaecolae aman ae 4 


withdraw - you’ into 
prayer, and anidanpehegaad ‘a 
poral. vanities, wubtpatyabestndah eed 


shall utterly ee 
Sessions, ow io? erway Poet rtriaie, Peet 


Pe £ “ . ee , ke | t % ; neni a e ;* 
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4% The apostle would: have me recom- 
seca diiapeahnhenentincin th Cidejeernitl 







ness im charity. It was" proper in Paul; the 
agetl, to charge his’son Titus to exhort other 
aged men to thedisplay of this virtue. ‘The 
souly .. He knew; and you know, my brethren, 
that'the-prejudicesand attachments, which we 
formin early life, are apt to become obstinate 
as we advance in years ; and that, as we see 
withdifferent eyes and hear with different ears, 
from:those with which we formerly saw and 
heard, so we are likely tobe jess charitable 
toward, those, who do not think and act in 
concord with ourselves. ‘his consideration 
“should-not be forgotten by the young, when 
they discern in their seniours a want of  char- 

ity. ‘But you: have too long, my brethren, 

macquainted with the spirit of your reli- 
gion, and have too great a regard for this mo- 
nition of the apostle, to: give the world occa- 
Sioa toexcuse your uncharitableness. The 
Master whom you long have followed teaches 
yOu-to love and forgive all men ; to interpret 
their doubtful: actions favourably ; to lament 
their failings, and cover them with the mantle 
of candour ; to rejoice in every instagte of 
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wenerosity, ceamptangebensaitiels 
to conform, as far as is consistent with the wn 


changeable laws of virtue, to the mnocent cus» 
toms, modern improvements, and habits of 
living which prevail in the rising age. In 
you, therefore, we look for an exemplification 
of these duties of charity. Wesseek in you 
that catholick and accommodating «temper, 
which suffereth leng and is kind; which it 
willing to gratify harmless humours, when there 












is a prospect of thence doing good ; and which 


will relax somewhat of the rigour of favourite 
of humanity and religion. Recollect, my 
fathers, that you ence were young; and had 
then the same fondness for novelty and figure, 
which you are now ready to: condemn in your 
children’s children. The story which is told 
of Barzillai is highly creditable to his heart and 
mind. ‘ Though teo old to hear any more the 
voice of singing men and singing women, yet’ 
he did not wish that the pleasure of suchoma-- 
sick should. be lostto:others. «'Throtigh. fear: 
of being burdensome atthe court of David,on: 
account of his infirmities, ‘he denied - himself 
the flattering henours of being feasted at the: 


rmonarch’s table « he, however, -would: have: 
me, . 


wo. 4, 
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Chima, who was Of -an age to relish con- 
vivial joys, go over with the king, and receive. 
the attentions designed for himself. How de- 
Ticately also are you hence taught, that there is 
a time, when it is proper for you to retire from 
the noise and splendour of even lawful amuse- 
‘ments, ‘and to permit to your younger friends, 
“without interruption and without censure, the 
recreations suited to their state! Like Barzillai, 
may your retirement and abstinence be order- 
ed with wisdom, and may candour like his 
“ guide your opinions concerning the enjoy- 
“ments of others. Like all the good and char- 
_ itable, who have preceded you in the way of 
alvation, may the knowledge and love of man- 
_ kind fourish in your hearts; and may you 
._live’ind’ die in the exercise of that benevolence, 
oy ag hope to experience from ane final 
~~ 6, You are lastly exhorted to the exercise of 
“patience. ‘ That the aged men’be. sound in 
iénce.” Of this virtue you have certainly 













: ~ Your many and multiplying sorrows 
you sometimes to complain of the 

by ape of life. To you the evil days, so 

_. often predicted, have now come. To you 
” the years, at once so long desired and dreaded, 

have arrived, ia which you say, ‘ We have ne 















a5 
pleasure.’ You ask in vain for the compan- 
‘ions of aps in ner 
obbostilendimaanil ‘once your sources of nap- 
piness, are now chiefly exhausted. TFheworld 
denies you. most: of your former comiorts. 
Your desires fail, and your fears increase. 
Your passions have lost their: vivacity,: an@ 
your intellects. their acuteness. The obs 









ere forbid. the fnctitional he : nme 





abegian 3 in this haan Fad oH siomeihet 
fecling and ef intellect, which is superiour.,to 
adversity... Behold, we count: them happy 
who endure with fortitude inevitable ills. Ye 
have heard of the patienee of Job, and know 
that it reared him an imperishable monument. 
Ye also shall reap an amplereward for your 
patient sufferings. Soon will the wheels of 
time roll you to your journey’s end. Soon 
will you have run your race, and finished } our 
course. So run the remainder of it, that you 
may obtain the prize of immortality. ‘With 
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behold the frivolity ‘of children, the impetu- 





esity of youth, the ambition of manhood ; 






and Jet not your indignation rise against the 
world, when you see it plunged in tea thou- 
si which you know. will epd in 
®anity and vexation. of spirit. ‘These things 
admit of no effectual remedy on this side 
begven.’ You may do somewhat toward a. 
excesses of passion by your pray- 
exs.and example ; but you do not well to be 
afigry at the impertinence, rashness, or disas- 
— ‘Look forward to another coun- 
try for repose. In the climes above 
the will forever cease from troubling, 
ieleiaaibaitenat incenses: In heaven 
there is no temptation to resist, no enemy to 
avoid, no disease to cure, and no death to 
apprehend. ‘Thither direct the eyes of your 
faith: “Thither ascend on the wings of hope. 
a ee where 
‘your faith will be turned to vision, and — 


ope int eth gpa 
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wn eye of tience mark the progress of malay 
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| My esp yout companions gone) " 

© Can I expedctto stay? ¢ 

‘ Bat thou canst chieer my mortal hduir, ; = 

“Ow thee my Hépe"depends; “) 
8 oa ‘meby almighty power, © % 

While’ dust toxdust descends...) 5 
“Piet tet thy soul,"O gracious Cau re 

' Aestend ‘to realme of day 5 — GRD 

| dnd: iniahot:sacred ‘blest ahaa wr eet 
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Place of the children of men in all gen 
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made me a rational “being, | and taught me te 
“tejoice in'thy works, and to shewsforth:thy 
« praise. Thou art my hope, O God; thou 

hast been my trust from my youth, _ : 


have I been holden. up from. the birth. Thou 
art he aa et | 





















iuhantd dipiainedoaenmentee. in 
affliction hast comforted. me ; and, amidst all 
the enterprizes and labours of manheod, thine 
arm ‘hath been my defence and salvation. 
Now also. when “ton old. and grey-headed, 

O God, forsake me not. Strengthen me. to 
‘declare thy goodness unto this generation, 
and the power of religion unta.the children of 
the age. Mayall, whotake knowledge of 
me, perceive that I have been educated. in the 

» school of Jesus,and. trained to virtue by. his 
holy discipline. Enable me still to manifest 
the meek and teachable temper becoming his 
followers. As Iam daily losing a portion of 
my knowledge thtough mental decay, may I 
diligently endeavour to supply its loss by new 
quisitions. Teach me, O maker of my 

ne;. the measure of my days, and may the 
_conviction that my stay en carth will be short, 
lead-me to be grave and serious in my de- 
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portment. Incline meto be temperate in ab 
things ; and to wateh and.pray always, that } 
enter not into’ tion. O Lord, I desire 
wis eee trust thy faithful. 








refine my spirit, as that I shall. be free from 
malevolent ‘affections, and able to trace thine 
image, and. acknowledge a portion of thy 
spirit'in every human being. Assist ame. to 
bear with fortitude the’ evils and distresses, 
with which thou shalt:sce fit to visit, me res 
the remainder of my life. Suffer, me not 





be covetous of the dust of the, Mvith 
which Iam so.soon to be.covered, but, having 
food and raiment,.may I therewith be content. 

“May I wait, with patience all the days of my 
appointed: time, until my change come, when 
_L tryst that: thon, who, by thy glorious power 
didst raise up Jesus Christ from the dead, wilt. 
- cause me to.enter into that rest, which remains 
for thine obedient peoples To: ther, be ghiy 


iinerons Amen. | ~ 
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ON THe DUTRES OF") "AGED WOMEN” " 
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Wai ye Wey 
Tires ii ii. 's. 


Began Gkewise, that they. be im pir warnad 
er) oy @8 Becometh holiness... | | 


PERSONS ‘who havé ‘lived’’a ‘tong ‘time 
1p0 earth,” ‘and who of ¢outse’ have passedl 
rough a ‘great ‘variety of Scenes, present 
élves ‘to our view in ai interesting port 


of ight. ‘Ther “experience, i ni nto 










' il afices ; oma have ittiestel? windy 
nges in the opinions, fashions, ss4 aspects 
world ; they have had numerous proofs 


ans Pe pacar ‘in’ deliveranée 


from dangers, supports under weakness, and 
cdnsolations ‘in trouble ; sedateness, reflexion, 


and frequent solitude have occupied the place 




















aoe aiemenniitlpeaton 
tenderness and a concern for their characters, 


_ Which the younger orders of society; though 


virtuous and honourable, cannot pose ne 
inspire. 


But though age has its honours and con- 
solations, it has also its duties; and where 
duty is to be performed, or service rendered 
the pen of admonition may be usefully. em- 
ployed. Will you permit Sane i 
respected friends, to stir-up y 





assist in forming the character. As actions 
flow from, the heart, sothe heart is expressed . 
in the behaviour. . Tonegulate the behaviour 
is, therefoye, to regulate the heart as well.asthe — 
conduct, I accordingly, consider,a behayiour . 
becoming holiness, as requiring you to be just 
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aad discreet, gentle and benevolent, serious 
reagan ‘instructive and prudent, resigned 


and pious. | 


aie That yoube in behaviour as becometh 
holiness, my aged friends, you should be just 
in forming your opinions, and discreet in ex- 
pressing them. The clause, immediately fol- 
lowing the text, is a charge that yon ‘be not false 
accusers.’ /Itis not certainly to be hence under- 
stood, that you are peculiarly prone’ to an 
Habit of calurnny: For who, alas, in this par- 
‘ticular, can ‘say how often he offends? But 


iets universally known, that in your eyes. the 
world wears a different face, from what it wore 


jl managed its affairs, and were inti- 
“conversant with the changing scene. 
¥ alteration of the times may appear to you 





‘an’ alteration’ for the worse. New’ customs 


tay séem to imply the degeneracy of the ave ; 


and a change im the forms of religion you 


‘may ‘deem 4 diminution of its power.“ Man- 
‘ners are ‘no longer simple, as they were once : 
fashions are not rational and elegant, as hereto- 


fore: youth is become noisy, petulant, and 


‘irreverent ‘to! its’'seniours : rank and station 
are’no longer treated with respect. Moral 
¥irtue-has diminished : tradesmen have lost 


their honesty, servants their ready and punc- 
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tual obedience. Even in personal appearance 
the rising generation is’ far inferiour. tothe 
last. ‘The very. course, and aspéet, and en- 
ergy of nature sympathise in the general trans- 
formation. ‘The seasons are no longer regular 
and genial; the verdure of the fields"is im- 
paired’: flowers have lost their odours, fruits 
their relish.”’* In these respects, however, 
you may be erroneous. Good and bad peo- 
ple there are in all periods of the world. At 
one time some vices may be more prevalent 
than at another ; but there doubtless is a part 
of every generation, who fear God and keep 
his commandments. Though zeal for religion 
may have diminished since your early: days, 
yet possibly in its stead there may be more 
knowledge and more charity, without. which 
both knowledge and zeal are like sounding 
brass anda tinkling cymball. Though fash- 
ions have yaried, yet perhaps the degree of 
human pride may not have increased: and if 
the influences of the heavens are less propitious 
than formerly, the arts and conveniences of 


life are proportionably multiplied and. im- 
proved. : 


* — 
e / . 
Gisborne. 
» * s a 8 ~ 
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© Bat however the times and maior tgp 
incur your censure, you have no need to she 
taught the importance of being just and cau. 
tious in your opinions of individual charac. 
ters, Feeling all the force of your religious 
Obligations, you will preserve the laws of 
righteousness engraven on your heatts.; and 
will umiformly act under the influence of that 
charity, ‘ which rejdiceth not in iniquity, but 
<—eom in the truth.’ 

\ Re That your behaviour, my aged friends, 
may adorn the doctrine of your réligion, it is 
also necessary that you should be gentle and 
benevolent in your dispositions. Your long 
intercourse with an ungentle world, the various 
vicissitudes through which you have passed, 
andthe grievous calamities which you must 
have suffered, all tend to sour the temper, 
and chill the ardour of the generous heart. 
Hence great allowance is due to the coldness 
and insensibility, which sometimes mark the 
decline of life. Accustomed long since to see 
and hear nothing new under the sun, you are 
apt to become disgusted with the trifles that 
- captivate the young, and vexed with the toils 
ofthe middle aged, and consequently to con- 


tract an apathy of feeling“atid a peevishness of 
manner, which render you uncomfortable in 




















































gag tig adoro 
failings..to which You. are. prone, Your, 

carefully guard against. them, Keep Pipe son 
the wonderful efficacy: of sw: etness 
and’ gentleness of manners... a that 
your frequent infirmities necessarily lay a 
burden. of. care upon.'your children and. de- 
pendents, which a pliant and accommodating: 
spirit will vastly diminish. ; Recollect ‘that: the, 
wisdem from above'is gentle, easy to be ene 


treated ; and. that .coodness is a fruit, of the, 
spirit, which above all _ things is. 


the eye, and savoury. tothe taste... Put . 
therefore, as. the, elect. of God, bia of _ 
nevolence. Be pitiful ; be « +» Al, 
though many of; the ties, which once 
you to life, are, dissolved, still, feel yourselves; 
connected. with those around you_.by strong, 
and; tender bands... Exert. yourselves...oeca» 
sionally to enter.into their feelings ; ..offeni 
lend an ear-to their sorrows ; ; and let; the law, 
of kindness dweli upon.your, tongues... . 

3. Beentreated alsaymy aged friends; to be: 
serious and. rational..in Jour general deport-; 
ment, Yo @sober. mind it. is an-indecorous, | 


and even disgusting acim to sec meinen 
NO. As 
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ate on the last stage of life, emulating’ the 

of the young. To behold roses 
ing on those heads, which time has 
covered with his frost, and those forms, 
which decrepitude has invaded, subjected to 
the torturing discipline of fashion, is no less 
ridiculous in the eye of censure, than painful 
to the moral sensibilities. Such conduct is 
irrational, and bespeaks a vacant mind ; it is 
mnehristian, and bespeaks an unsanctified 
heart: The precepts of your religion do 
not prohibit cheerfulness ; they on the con- 
tfary inspire it: yet there is a vast differ- 





. smee between that serene and peaceful joy, 


which, alighted at the altar of devotion, burns 
witha pure and steady flame, and the inter- 
rupted flashes of unhallowed mirth. The 
-hiely matron, therefore, while she banishes the 
.dejection and petulance, which are sometimes 
vattendant on old age, religiously guards against 
habitual levity. She encourages no trifling 
sand foolish conversation. Her serious and 
dignified demeanour restrains the sallies of 
licentious wit, and silences the tongue of fri- 
-volity and nonsense. Array yourselves, my 
honoured friends, in these robes of decency ; 
eaand beautify yourselves with the graces of 
christian moderation! In your social inter- 
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course rather deny yourselves the liberty 
which you might s ly use, than éxceed the 
limits of what is expedient. You will-rarely 
repent, in moments of reflexion, of having 
consumed too little time in amusement, of 
haying said too little on topicks of merriment, 
or of haying too sparingly tasted of the cup of 
pleasure. 

4. Be exhorted, likewise, to be imstrue- 
tive and prudent among your. friends and ac- 
guaintances. Our apostle makes it part of 
the character of holy women, * that they be 
teachers of good things ; that they may teach 
the young women’ the several virtues of -dis- 
cretion, chastity, and submission’ to their hus- 
bands. This is no unreasonable injunction — 
of St. Paul. To the young the wisdomof 
age is immensely important. It therefore 
highly becomes you, my christian mothers, 
to communicate to your daughters the max- 
ims of prudence, the useful information, and 
religious knowledge, which a long life may 
have enabled you to treasure. Your years 
and experience, if you have wisely employed 
them, render you highly estimable in the eyes 
of your sex. You are thence qualified * by. 
Providence for giving wholesome counsels, 
for detecting the snares which are spread for 










Bilipidy “therefore, yolrtetinseht' teaching 
Wisdom ‘to the’ unwise, and prudence to the 
ive = iy ‘in -warning Pein anaes 


watchfness and advice to your children and 


fh, norto your kindred and con- 





ions ; ‘but seek opportunities of doing 
Good to the’ whidle household of faith. Into 
whatever circle'you may occasionally fall, let 
WBE clearly understood, either by deliberate 
ce; “or fnicidental remark, or whilst in: 
dulging the ‘flow of elegant conversation, that 
du “have both a ¥veverence and a love of the 
mes virtues; which the context enw 
therates. “Surely, next to the regulation of 
hearts, and the salvation of your 
| 6t be actuated ‘by a wor. 
fier Gesign, thaw that of expanding the in. 
cts; improvingthe morals, and promoting 
vérlasti dane oui of the younger portions 














of “yeur Tmpress, then, their opening 
hinds w eeiees Jessons of truth, ‘purity, 
and goodness ange all the endearments of 
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op 5, Lastly...da holy, behaviour imphes,<r¢- 
signation and piety with regard to your maker. 

‘Whether justly or not, it has often been Te 
marked, that love.of life increases, with age, 

and the sooner we are about to relinquish the 
world, the, stronger becomes our attachment 
to its possessions. Certain it is, that advanced 
life is frequently attended with fretfulness and 
impatience. It is natural to suppose, that 
you should be less. prodigal of your wealth, 
when incapable of acquiring it, and of your 
strength, when. you. have. less.of. it to spare. 

It is also to be expected that, familiar as you 
are with the maxims of prudence, you. should 
be sometimes. vexed with _* mistakes, 
follies, and rashness of, the. young. . But re- 
member, my respected friends, that. the gos- 

pel forbids the indulgence of a murmuring 
spirit. You were formerly wont to pray for 
length of days, notw ithstanding you. were 
sensigle, that rheums and pains and solitude 
were its inevitable concomitants.. God has 
seen fit to grant your request.. Let gratitude, 
not discontent, dwellin your bosoms. Grieve 
not at the stated course of things, nor at the 
unalterable dispensations of providence. When 
you were young, your pulses beat with j Neb and 
¢ 2 Peace ty 









> infirmities, which ‘they 
thio to be quiet ‘and 
ur’no solicitude concerning 
_your'v port. Soon will ‘your pré- 
bationa ape fe bé'closed. Your God, who 
tru So long clothed and nourished you, will 
“ot forsake you, now that your strength’ fails. 
Those are well preserved, whom God pre- 
‘sttves. His covenant, which is in your fa- 
“Your, i8 your firmest security ; and your trust 
1 is ‘your best wealth. Let patience have 
work. It ‘is now that you most 
4@ cohsolations of that religion, in whith 

€ long believed. When youth and 

duty tfitmphed in your forms, and when 
‘the sensible world was decked with i innumera- 
















he ‘aid of sion, ‘penild endure; after a sort, 
| en ‘lifes’ But now, when the dim 
“eye is‘no longer delighted with surrounding 
objects, and the heavy ear disrelishes the plea- 
wae : ‘of a song, ye have need of the fortitude 
and’ | 1, which christianity inspires. 
: them, ‘therefore, in the strength of 
. By ameck acquiescence with the 
allotments of heaven, convince your yeunger 
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ally ne : ari promis. 
Convince the ewial neo ein faith in Jesus is 
not a merely speculative belief, ‘but ‘an operd- 
tive stimulus, which supports you under afl 
‘your weaknesses, and enables you, ih imitation 
of Christ, to endure the-eross, and to contemn 
the trivial vexations’ of the present life, in pros- 
‘pect of the joy, which is set before you. Tes- 
‘tify to yourselves, and to all around you, that 
your piety does not consist in a mete warmth 
of the affections, which is transient as the morn- 
ing cloud ; but that it is a principle of love'to 
God, settled in your hearts, and. uulatix 
your behaviour. 

A rational and. uniform piety ia the ed, 
liest feature in any character; indeed any -char- 
acter, W “ithout it, is essentially dckshine. “But 
in none are devotional exercises more necessa- 
“ry and becoming, than in a sex, which-by na- 
turé and ¢ustom is precluded. the scenés of 
restless activity and‘ dating ambition. More. 
especially is piety your duty and your glory, 
when advanced in life. “When the amuse- 
tents that once pleased you, please you no 
longer, and the places that knew you, ina 
manner know you no more, to whom ¢ ean you 
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erly look, as unto the God of .your life 

id, the length of your days ? When the ap- 
pearance of objects is changed around you, to 
what being can you repair with equal confi- 
dence, as to him, with whom is no variable- 
ness, nor even the shadow of turning ? When 
the streams of earthly comfort fail, is it not 
your wisdom to apply to the source of all con- 
solation ? When the foundations of terrestrial 
support are destroyed, will you not rest on 





the rock of ages ? When the waves and the - 


flames waste your substance, will you not so- 
lace yourselves in the possession of piety, whose 
merchandise is better than the merchandise of 
silver, and whose gain is preferable to that of 
fine gold ? Verily, if any thing can render you 
happy in yourselves, and respectable in the 
view of others, it is an habitual intercourse 
with the Father of Spirits. ‘ For favour is 
Pe gi and beauty is vain; but a woman 
feareth the Lord, she shall be praised.’ 
Above all, it is piety which makes you 
amiable i in the eyes of him, who looketh not 
at the outward appearance, but w ho looketh at 
the heart. It is communion with God, that 
will increase your acquaintance with him, your 
confidence in him, and enable you to walk in 
“the light of his countenance. ‘This, more than 
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pki, of reelie heres tics dca 
ly to enter! How important, that you be in 
the habit of placing your affections on things 
above, with which you expect soon to be con- 
versant, and of loosening them from eae : 
low, which, ina little time, you are 

leaving !_ Cultivate, tiferefore, the ‘Beings, 
temper, and language of Serclit . Draw 
nigh to your heavenly Father, anc “tte 2 
holy boldness spread y our wants ar and ,so 
at his feet, Fee Si bin ates deaeers. of 


faith, greater measures’ of ;heliness, a | warmer 
zeal, and_.a stronger love. .. Plead with him 
the mediation and. promises of his,Son ; and 
pray that more of:Christ’s spirit «may daily be 
formed within you. Such holy exercises will 
make you godlike in your: ‘tempers, and hea- 
venly in your conversation. '°“Phey will help 
you to sustain ‘the ‘burden’ of y Years} and 
minister “eae to your "in rmities. They 
will blunt the f Your misfortunes, and 
turn away your t yn. disasters, 
thicken uponyou as, FOUr. ‘sun dechwes, . 
























smoothe your passage out of life, deprive the 


grave of half its terrours, and assist you to pass 


‘that dreary vale with a cheerful hope of a fu- 
ture resurrection to eternal life. 


<a > Be 


HYMN. 


MY God, my everlasting hope ! 
_ I live upon thy truth ; 


_.Thy hands have held my childhood up, 


_ And strengthened all my youth. 


‘New wonders, Lord, my eyes have seen 


With each revolving year ; 
Thou know’st the days that yet remain -: 
I trust them to thy care. 


Wilt thou forsake my hoary hairs, 
And leave my fainting heart ? 


"Who shall sustain my sinking years, 


elt Bess 





Tf God, my strength, depart ! 


- Down to the silent vale of death 


Will be my next remove ; 


*O may these poor remains of breath 


Declare thy wondrous love. 


When I am buried in the dust, 
My flesh shall be thy care ; 
These with'’ring limbs with thee I trust, 
‘To raise them strong and fair. 
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© aruicuty God, the father of 





and the source of all consolation ! As an hum 

ble disciple of Jesus Christ, I. cast myself at 
the foot of thy throne, and supplicate thy par- 
don and favour. Lift upon me the light of 
thy countenance, and enable me to fulfil the 
duties of my station. Thou broughtest me 
into life at the time and under circumstances, 
which seemed good unto thee; and all the 


stages and events of my earthly pilgrimage 

have been under the direction of thy y prov-. 
idence. Now, therefore, O my heavenly Fa- 
ther, assist me to finish the 2 which thou 
hast given me todo. Make me candid and 
charitable in my sentiments, sincere in my 
professions of friendship, and uniformly dis- 
creet in my temper and conduct. Keep my 
tongue from evil, and my lips from, speaking 
gvile. May I seek peace and pursue it, O 
(uou, who art love; and dweillest in love, teach 
me to imitate thy, pure and perfect benevo- 
lence. Dispose me stillto be useful: and 
becatise my stay on earth. will be very short, 
suffer me to waste'nd portion of it in fruitless 
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complaints or idle conversation. If my power 
of .exertion is lessened, make me more anx- 
ious to diffuse around me-the lustre of a good 
en May I open my mouth with wisdom, 
‘may my conversation serve to enlighten and 
Py fiend: ‘As long‘as I live may T be a 
t of Sood things. “Help me tospeak “of 
Christ: to alk who look for redemption ftom 
the grave ; atid to eonvitice ‘all over whom I 
have influence that his relicion alone can clear’ 
that gloomy valley of its atid. ni plagues. 
F commit myself to thy guidance, O thou, 
whio hast fed ‘me all my life long, and redeem- 
ed me from évil. Permit me never to mor- 
mur, when I am chastened of thee, nor to 
t thy watchful care. I have been 
mg, and now am old, yet have f not seen 
it righteous forsaken, nor his seed begging 
bread. ‘My fathers trusted in thee, and thou 
didst deliver them. ‘J also have found in thee 
a Wise, powerfull, kind, and faithful guardian. 
©*thou friend of the righteous, sustain and 
comfort me. “While my flesh and my heart 
are failing me, do thou be the strength of my 
heart, and my €verlasting portion. The near- 
er I “approach to death, ‘the more deyoutl 
may I wall with thee Kod at last may 4 












7 











Saag Mee Et RH 











ce 


come to the grave, like asa shock of corm — 
cometh in, in its season, my hoary head be- 
ing a crown of glory unto me, because found 
in the way of righteousness. I make my re- 
quests unto thee, O thou who hearest prayer, 


in the name of Jesus Christ, my saviour. 
Amen. 
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DISCOURSE Tif. 


ee a ae 
ON THE DUTIES OF HUSBANDS. 


a 


Eru. v. 25. 
Husbands, love your wives. 


NO connexion in human life is equally im- 
portant with that of marriage. _ It is alike the 
dictate of nature and the ordinance of heaven. 
It was designed by the benevolent father of 
men to be a source of the purest satisfactions ; 
tending to mitigate the sorrows, and multiply 
the comforts, of this transitory life. In all ages 
and nations, arrived at a good degree of civili- 
zation, the conjugal union has been solemnized 
with the forms of religion; and in so far as its 
laws have been obeyed, and its rights respect- 
ed, civil society has been flourishing and hap- 
py: Christians, especially, have ever consider- 
ed the married condition as infinitely salutary 
to the maintenance, education, and well being 
of our kind. The institution is accordingly 
countenanced in their sétiptures, and’ the‘du- 
ties arising from this near and affectionate re. 
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lation are there explained ‘and enforced with 
clearness, pungency, and warmth. ‘The just 
expectations of wives ftom their husbands may 
be learned from the following passages : 
‘Husbands love your wives, even as Christ 
also loved the church, and gave hiniself for it : 
so ought men to love their wives as their own 
bodies. He that loveth his wife, loveth hiny- 
self: for no man ever yet hated his own flesh, 
but nourisheth and cherisheth it, even as the 
Lord the church....For this cause shall a man 
leave his father and mother, and shall be joined 
unto his wife; and they two shall be one flesh. 
..,.Let every one of you in particular so love 
his wife even as himself....Let the husband ~ 
render unto the wife due benevolence....Hus- 
bands, love your wives, and be not bitter a- 
gainst them....Marriage is honourable in all, 
and the bed undefiled ;: but whoremongers and 
adulterers God will judge.... Likewise, ye hus- 
bands, dwell with them according to know- 
ledge, giving honour unto the wife, as unto 
the weaker vessel, and as being heirs together 
of the grace of life, that your prayers be not 
hindered....If any provide not for his own, and 
specially for those of his own house, he hath 
denied the faith, and is worse than an infidel.’ 











4 


"To you, my brethren, who sustain the im- 
portant and endearing relation of husbands, 
suffer me now to address myself; and to say, 
that the love which you owe to your wives, 
consists, first, in affection for their persons... 
secondly, in fidelity to the marriage vow...and, 
thirdly, in a-due provision for their mainten- 
ance and comfort. 
_. The first duty of a husband is to love 
his wife. ‘There is a love, which is proper 
to all the relations, that can be sustained in life, 
Every man is obliged by the law of Christ to 
love his neighbour as himself. ‘That is, he is 
bound to render the same justice to his neigh- 
bour, which he rationally may expect that his 
neighbour will show to him. The rich. are 
obligated so to love the poor, as to impart to 
them a portion of their substance. A man 
| rht to love his friend in such a manner, as 
to exert himself in his favour in a moment of 
distress, and, by all honourable means, to pro- 
‘mote his welfare. Parents should love their 
‘children, and children their parents. Rulers 
should love their subjects, and these their 
rulers. But the love Peculiar to the state 
of marriage is distinct from that of patriot- 
ism, friendship, or kindred. It is an affec- 
tion pure and ardent, tender and generous. 











































at. 
It: is: not. that. blind | instinct, which. im- 
pels the inferiour animals to indiscriminate 
society ; it is a_sentiment, which, excited by 
desire and guided. by reason, selects some fa- 
vourite individual as the object of attachment, 

there to. bestow its warmth, and ‘confine_ its 
solicitudes... This:.love is the basis of do- 
mestick happiness ;. and this love, my breth- 
ren, you owe to your wives. 

Consider that they were the objects: of 
your choice. It is your happiness to live in 
a country, whose laws, customs, and manners 
give you this indulgence, In forming the 
conjugal union you were undoubtedly some- 
what influenced by the. understanding, .edu- 
cation, family, and wealth of. your wives. 
You doubtless sought for qualities that. would 
endure the storms of affliction, as well as de- 
light in the sunshine of prosperity. You 
were not so weak, it is to be hoped, as to be 
dazzled and captivated by mere external gra- 
ces and adventitious decorati You had 
the good sense to: use your ears, as well as 
YAR eyes. Friends probably. gave you ad- 
viee in this moniéntous concern, and you 
were prudent, enough to. make it the, arid 
i ihe ile 















of. your serious deliberation. Yet ‘after “all, 
you principally consulted your own taste: 
You considered: that unless your fancy, as well 
as judgment, might have a voice in the elec- 
tion, you had no right to expect that your 
union would be happy. Of course you fol- 
lowed your inclination, and connected your- 
selves conformably to your best judgment. 
Now, therefore, respect the choice you have 
made; and cherish, by every reasonable 
means the flame of affection, which glowed in 
your bosoms on the nuptial day. 

Consider that you severally promised to 
love your wife in the marriage covenant. 
_ The vow of God is upon you. The ties of 
honour and religion hold you fast to this en- 
gugement. Do you wish a discharge from 
this solemn obligation ? Do you plead the 
imperfections and errours of your wife in ex- 
cuse for your neglect to fulfil it ? Imperfec- 
tions and errours are the natural inheritance of 

| never expected to marry 

nen that you have faults 
feunmindful of these, and con- 
indful of your wile’s, you will quick- 
ly see an end of peace. Her most prudent 
and amiable. conduct will be unable to retam 
your love and secure your confidence. 
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part isa switable return for submission ard 
obedience on hers.” “Because it is ‘impossible, 

where theré are two persons and two wills, 
that there’ should not, at certain times, be dif- 

ferent wills, God and nature have enjoined 

submission on the woman. ‘To compensate 

her for this frequent sacrifice of inclination, you 
are to love your wife above all other women, 

and to coritinue ‘this ‘affection as long as you 
live. You are to indulge towards ‘her no bit. 
terness of language. The harsh words of a 

stranger, or of an enemy, she will hear with 

indifferen ice; but from you she has better 
hopes. Do not pment her reasonable ex- 
pectations. Plant no thorns in a bosom, which 
is filled with the liveliest concern for your’ 
honour and felicity. 

Consider: the intimate as well as indis2 
sohuble union that subsists between you. 
In almost. every’ “other | jon in We 
what serves the yo . 







the disadvantage of another. [At ‘least the in- 
terests of deni Fes, i the pale 
of marriage, somet ‘But in this 





ceclonare the nteret of th the parties are 
peculiarly one. Your property is your wife’s 
property ; your children are her children’; your 
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Ruth to Naomi breathes the sentiment of ev- 
ery faithful wife to her husband. Since, there- 
q fore, what serves to mar the comfort of one, 
will be likely to give uneasiness and displeasure 
tothe other, see that you guard the peace of 
your wife with the same solicitude, as you do 
your own. ‘Let your outward civility be ac- 
companied with real good nature, and let a 
delicate concern for her welfare manifest itself 
inthe whole of your conduct. . 
‘Consider, lastly, that this love to your wife 
will be abundantly repaid to you in your own 
peace. ‘The indulgence of the benevolent af- 
fections is attended with pleasure, and of the 
malevolent with pain. There is rarely a con- 
dition in life so unpleasant, as may not be ren- 
dered tolerable by the exercise of kindness ; 
and no state of society, without it, can be com- 
fortable. Most of all do candour, moderation, 
) yecome the married - condition. 
r wife with a pure heart 
$as much your wisdom as 
It will make you easy in 
tthe Notte of your friend. 
wSecondly:..The love commanded you. in 
eoere,ineioe fidelity to the marriage cov- 
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enant. Thelaw of nature clearly evinces the 
duty of fidelity in.-marriage, by the equality 
that is preserved in the number of male. and 
female infants.. The author of society hence 
instructs us, that one man was made for one 
woman ; and if this law is invadetl, some men 
must be deprived of the benefits of marriage, 
and one of its ends, which is the multiplication 
of the species, ‘is thence ina measure defeated. 
What is thus plainly intimated by the light of 
nature, is expressly inculcated by divine reve- 
lation. Adam had only one Eve, If poly- 
gamy was in any instances practised. among 
the Jews, it was tolerated on account of the 
hardness of their hearts. In the beginning it 
was not so; nor in any subsequent period of 
the world did it ever ought to beso. It wasia 
hurtful innovation onthe laws of human socie- 
ty. It was an innovation, which our Saviour 
forever destroyed among his disciples. He 
republished the original rule of marriage, say- 








ing, ‘ He which made ther he beginning, 
made them male. and female cL said, for this 
cause shall a mam leave fathe nother, and 
shall cleave to his: ' ain shall be 


cate fog: AN hae tpatinen, Sted: fe joined 
together, let not man put asunder.’ This is 
the will of God: this is the ordination of 
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sus Christ, and of his primitive apostles. The 
linion formed by marriage is, in deed and in 
truth, one and indivisible. It is to consist of 
one man and one woman only, and cannot be 
dissolved, except by the decease of one of the 
parties." An alteration of this law of reason 
and religion, would evidently be followed by 
a multitude of evils. If the conjugal union 
were not to continue through life, its satisfiac- 
tions would be lessened, and its inconveniences 
atid ‘sorrows mightily increased. Affliction 
would lose the hope of consolation, and -pros- 
perity its charm : parents would be ignorant 
oftheir children, and children of their parents ; 
and the joys atising from family, kindred, and 
friendship, would be either wholly unknown 
or speedily lost. 
- The arguments against polygamy and 
concubinage conclude with greater force a- 
gainst adultery. Fidelity a marriage is 
sd primary and important a duty, that a viola- 
tion of it des once both root and branch 
of domestick There is no prospect 








nor chance , imonial happiness, where 
either ithful tits vows. Infideli-. 


ty in either man or woman, is probably the 
basest falschood, the most inexcusable folly, 
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and the blackest. injustice. that, ina christian 
community, can be commitied. » this case 
the hymeneal, bands become like flax, which 
the flame has scorched. To this fidelity , hus 
bands, you are as strongly. obliged as your 

wives. ‘Though the consequencés. of their: ine 

fidelity ave more horrible to society, than those 

of similar wickedness in you, yet remember, 

that you make the same promises, which. are 
obligatory on them. If you break these pro- 
mises, in the view of God and good men your 
infidelity is as criminal as theirs, and is justly 
deserving of the same damnation.. Are you.a 
son? What would be your icelugs if the hus- 
band of your mother should live im adultery ! 
Are you a father ?, How would. your indigna- 
tion rise, if the man, to whose arms you con- 
signed a virtuous and unoffending daughter, 
‘should: wander from her bed.! Such, im kind, 
but much sharper in degree, are the miseries, 
which you prepare for an innocent wife, when 
you are false to your vowssgs¥ou wound her 
feelings. You make. her @iieemfortable in 
herself, and an object of suspicion.and reproach 
tothe world. Mores, You are y oUF OWN cnemy. 

You take the direlll method of alienating her 
affections from you, and yours from her, and 
thus of rendering yourself wretched. “The 
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love of your wife cannot alone make you 
happy ; she also must possess yours. It is 
mytual kindness that softens the heart, and 
refines, sweetens, and blesses the relation. 
Let parents receive ever so much obedience 
and honour from their children, they must 
nevertheless themselves love their children to 
be happy in them. We cannot indeed be 
at ease in this world, unless. the people .with 
whom we associate, perform their duties to 
us ; but our principal felicity will ever 
spring from the conscientious performance of 
our duties to them. If this remark is true 
with respect to other relations, it is especially 
so in regard to the married state. Were re- 
ligion, therefore, out of the question, fidelity 
to your wife is your highest wisdom and best 
policy. 3 

Contrast now the sober satisfactions of 
continence and fidelity, with the precarious 
and turbulent life of the sensualist. You can- 
not be unfai to the partner of your bed 
without “‘ eithe corruption of innocence, 
or the enjoyinent of corruption: and either 
of these naturally overwhelms the soul with so 
much confusion, and distraction, and remorse, 
as must, if you are not hardened into the ma- 
lignity of fiends, either conclude in the bitter- 
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ness of repentance, ‘or im the  distractionswef 
despair. For certainly, if you think at» ally 
you cannot bear the reflection of - having cone 
rupted innocence, of having betrayed a virtu- 
ous and valuable woman to infamy, and all 
the dreadful evils that await it, to poverty and 
prostitution, and such a corruption of body 
and mind as will render her at once the re- 
proach and horrour of human nature. Omthe 
other hand, can you, with less reproach«to 
your reason, give yourself up tothe arms ofa 
prostitute ? to mercenary and. polluted em? 
braces ? to the wiles of serpents, that twine 
around you, for no other reason but to prey 
upon yoti, and sting you to death ?””* 

In sum. Infidelity is a crime in wedlock 
of the deepest dye, which no tears of repen- 
tance can wash away, and causesa wound 
which cannot be healed. ‘Therefore listen to 
the “instructions of holy wisdom, and keep 
thyself from the evil woman, ) eo the fiat-" 
tcry of the tongue of a strangmampon 
not after her beauty in thin@ heart ; neither 
let her take thee with her eye- lids. For she 
hath cast down many wounded ; yea many 
strong men have been slain by her. Her 
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Wiouse is the way to hell, going down to the 
chambers of death. For by means of a who- 
rish woman, a man is brought to a piece of 
bread, and the adultress will hunt for the 
precious life. Can a man take fire in his 
bosom, and his clothes not. be burnt? Can 
‘ne go upon hot coals, and his feet not be 
‘burnt ? So he that goeth in to his neighbour’s 
wife ; whosoever toucheth her shall not be inno- 
cent. For jealousy is the rage of a man ; there- 
fore he will not spare in the day of vengeance. 
He will not regard any ransom ; neither will 
he rest content, though thou givest many gifts. 
Whoso, therefore, commitieth adultery with a 
woman lacketh understanding : he that doeth 
it destroyeth his own soul. A wound and dis- 
honour shall he get, and his reproach shall 
not be wiped away. 

~ Thirdly. In saying, Husbands love your 
wives, the apostle virtually says, make due 
provision for their majntenance and comfort. 

| This is your duty as an husband, because, 
asaman, God has given you a strength of 
body and hardihood of mind superiour to 
‘what commonly falls to the lot of woman. 
‘The management of the means of your living 
is entrusted to your hands. Your education 
and habits of intercourse with the busy part 
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of mankind make you better qualified, thap 
your wife, for accumulating and securing. the 
goods of fortune. ‘She is weak, but you are 
strong ; she is conversant with domestick 
concerns, you with the activity and enterprise 
of the world. Employ, therefore, your pow- 
ers for her protection and support. She has 
been used to rely for nourishment and deience 
on a parental arm ;_ it is your’s to supply the 
providence from which you have taken her. 
Be to her a father; under the wing of whose 
care she shall always feel herself safe, at whose 
board she and her children shall be comforta- 
bly fed, and from whose. wardrobe they shall 
be decently clothed. Grudge not this provi- 
dent concern for her, whom you have most 
tenderly attached to your person apd estate. 
She was ordained for your company, not for 
your service ; and should be treated as your 
associate, notas your slave. She was origi- 
nally taken, not from your head, that. she 
should rule you, nor from. your feet, that you 
should insult her ;_ but, from your side, that 
she should be. your equal, and the partner of 
your bosom. Accordingly your misfortiines 
are hers, and there is no calamity that can be- 
fal you, in the burden of which she will not 
participate. It is reasonable, then, that she 
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should be a mutual sharer with you in the 
necessaries, accommodations, and eleganci¢s 
of life. 

This is not all. You are to contemplate 
the possibility of leaving your wife a friendless 
widow, anxiously caring for a fatherless fam- 
ily. Hence your duty to her obliges you, 
whilst living, to provide for her future exi- 
gencies. In doing this, you are to consider 
the station you have filled, the style in which 
‘you have lived, and the property which you 
will probably leave. If your wife has hitherto 
dwelt in a mansion of ease, and tasted the 
pleasures of a plenteous table, it will be cruel 
_in you to deprive her of these comforts, when 
the will of heaven has made a separation be- 
tween you. Hard, at best, is the fate of the 
solitary widow : with the most you can do, 
you cannot make her happy ;_ the least you 
can do, is to shield her from want. If, in the 
exercise of a generous principle, you have for- 
merly consulted her health and contentment, 
they cannot be indifferent to you in time to 
come. Place her, therefore, in circumstances 
which shall command for her, and consequent- 
ly for your memory, the respects of your 
common friends. 


In giving this exhortation, it will be @n- 
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derstood by every reasonable persony that ith- 
possibilities are nowise enjoined. Many 
husbands there are, who are prevented through 
multiplied adversities from carrying into effect 
their benevolent desires. But the duty which 
has been inctileated contains a solemn warn- 
ing to heads of families against idleness, negli- 
gence, profusion, gaming, and all such habits, 
as tend to enervate the faculties of a man and 
dissipate his property. Let us never hear of 
pretensions to conjugal kindness from a man, 
who is at once poor and slothful: he violates 
every law of reason, honour, and’ conscience ; 
and may be said to live upon the tears of his 
widow and the blood of his children. 

These are the duties, my brethren, which 
are comprized in the direction given you by 
the apostle in our text. ‘They are all founded 
in the unchangeable truth’and fitness of things, 


‘as well as in the christian scriptures. You 


ought to esteem your obligation to-fulfil them 
an act of kindness in the Great Legislator. 
It is with these duties, as with the other 
branches of the law of righteousness, the per- 
formance of them is followed with peace, and 
the violation of them with remorse. There 


isno such thing as happiness in flying from 
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the restraifts of sound morality. When you 
seek to be liberated from the rules of justice, 
you seek to cast yourselves off from the sweet- 
est privileges of society. If you give not 
honour to whom honour is due, by whom 
will you be honoured yourselves? If you 
will contribute nothing to the gratification of 
others, by whom will your pleasure be pro- 
moted ? If you will love none, who will love 
you ? If you will pay nothing, how can you 
righteously hope to_receive ? Be happy that 
God has ordained it not good for you to be 
alone ; that he has connected the duties with 
the satisfactions of life ; that in blessing you 
are blessed ; and that you most effectually 
gerve yourselves, When you most powerfully 
promote the welfare of your kind. 
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HYMN. 


Hatt, virtuous, happy pair, 
In holy marriage join’d ! 

May you the joys of wediock share, 
And mental Tapture find ! 


A sacred union this, 
Deriy’d from heavenly love ; 
And exquisitely great the bliss 
Two souls in union prove. 
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Chaste, faithful, loving, pure, 
Preserve connubial rites ; 
And to the end of life ensure 

True conjugal delights. 


Both hand in hand must go 
In all that you pursue; — 

And have, in all things, while below, 
Each other’s good in view. 


Love him who made you one: 
He is the source of love : 

Thus when on earth his will you’ve done, 
You'll praise his name above. 


emt RO BRE 


PRAYER. 


O ruov benevolent father of mankind ! 
1 thank thee that thou hast made me a ration- 
al and social being, and permitted me to im- 
prove the sympathies of my nature by the con- 
jugal union. I implore thy blessing upon 
me in the character of a husband. ‘Towards 
her whom thou hast given to be my wife may 
I feel and manifest the sincerest affection and 
an unceasing kindness. (Teach me to over- 
look her imperfections ;_ duly to estimate her 
virtues ; to administer needful reproofs and 4 
advice in a spirit of meekness and gentleness ; 
and by all the means which religion can justis 
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fy to promote her happiness. Make me a 
partaker of her sorrows; may I rejoicé in her 
contentment ; ‘and may she ever seem amiable 
in my eyes. Savé me alike from moroseness 
and imprudence,” from ‘churlishness and _vio- 
lence. Grant that my conversation with her 
may be instructive, ‘discreet, and affable ; and 
may my whole conduct, in this near and im- 
portant relation, be marked with the dignity 
of a man, and adorned with the virtues of a 


christian. Make me constant, O thou God of 


order and purity, as well from inclination as 
from principle. Permit no unhallowed flame 
to kindle in my breast, and no impurity to de- 
base my character, lest I give mine honour 
‘unto others, and strangers be filled with my 
wealth ; and I mourn at the last, when my 
flesh and my body are consumed, and say, 
how have I hated instruction, and my heart 
‘despised reproof; and have not obeyed the 
‘voice of my teachers, nor inclined mine ear 
‘to'them that instructed me. To this end wilt 
‘thou teach me moderation in the use of law- 
“ful pleasures, and watchfulness against sudden 


“temptations. Assist me, O thou maker of 


‘my frame, and author of all my faculties, to 
‘be industrious and frugal. Never suffer me 
“to waste my substance or time in riotous living 
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or idle speculations. Take from me a sloth- 
ful, and endow me witha diligent and active 
spirit, and with wisdom in choosing my em- 
ployments and directing my energies. By no 
follies or extravagance of mine may the wife 
of my bosom be rendered miserable whilst I 
live, or destitute when Tam dead. Wilt thou 
cause me ever to feel my responsibility to her, 
to all my dependents, and to society in general. 
At the same time, I beseech thee, O my God, 
let not ambition, avarice, nor vanity have a 
dwelling in my heart. Forbid me to seek 
great worldly possessions for myself or my 
family. Give me continually to remember 
that thou hast made me to be immortal, and 
that in the resurrection world I shall neither 
hunger nor thirst any more, and that its blessed 
inhabitants will neither marry nor be given in 
marriage. With a reference to that holy state 
may I daily live, and finally enter upon its ~ 
cternal felicities, through thine infinite mercy 
in Jesus Christ my Lord. Amen. 
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DISCOURSE IV. 


an) eA 


ON THE DUTIES OF WIVEY% 


i ER Om ame 


EpnHes. v. 33. 


———and the wife see that she reverence her husband. 


Iz may not be amiss, before I proceed. to 
the consideration of this subject, to remark, 
that marriage is one of those things, which, 
however lightly it may be esteemed, or spoken 
of by the gay and dissolute, is, notwithstand- 
ing, a matter -of the utmost consequence and 
importance, as the welfare of society in gen- 
eral, together with the ease and happiness of 
individuals, doth in a great measure depend 
uponit: I cannot, therefore, but be of opin- 
jon, that the unbounded freedom of speech, 
the unwearied endeavours of licensed ridicule, 
with which it is so familiarly and so universally 
treated, hath greatly contributed to the frequent 
contempt of this duty on each side, and the 
no less frequent violation of it of late years 
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so visible amongst us. Let us endeavour, 
then, to rescue it from the hands of hbertines, 
and the mouth of the seoffer. And to this 
end I propose to point out to you the several 
parts of this reciprocal duty, and to recom- 
mend those virtues which are more immedi- 
ately necessary towards the performance of it. 

‘ Let every one of you,’ says St. Paul, 
‘so love his wife even as himself, and the 
wife see that she reverence her husband.’ 

Under the two leading and essential points 
which are here mentioned by the holy apostle, 
we may fairly comprehend all those duties 
that are requisite to make the marriage state 
easy and happy: love and affection will nat- 
urally produce tenderness and fidelity ; and 
reverence will as constantly and invariably be 
attended with humility, prudence, and devo- 
tion ; and wherever these unite, they cannot 
fail to constitute mutual and lasting felicity. 

I shall, with regard to the subject un- 
der our present consideration, endeavour 
to point out to you, wherein the ‘duty of a 
wife to her husband doth principally. consist. 

The wife, then, should be faithful. and 
constant, humble and obedient, prudent and 


discreet, tender and kind, affectionate and 
pious. | 
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‘The sovereign virtue requisite in the 
married state, is FIDELITY, without which it 
cannot subsist: no. perfections or qualities 
whatever can make amends for the want of it ; 
no.excuses whatever can be admitted to pal- 
late the least.departure from it : both parties 
are bound in.the most solemn manner, to 
maintain and preserve it inviolable, and the in- 
fringement of it will render them obnoxious 
to the resentment both of God and man: the 
necessity is, im truth, so self-evident, that I 
shall dwell no further on it at present, than to 
observe, that the neglect of it on the part of 
the wife, is always attended with more fatal 
and destructive consequences than on the part 
of the husband; because she is the guardian 
of his honour as well as her own; _ because, 
he sufiers for her guilt, and is punished for 
her iniquity. 

‘ A virtuous woman,’ says Solomon, ‘ is 
a crown to her husband, but she that maketh 
ashamed, is as rottenness in his bones.’ it 
is to be hoped, that in a christian country, 
there are not many instances to be found of 
conjugal falsehood and infidelity. I shall not 
at present, therefore, dwell on this point, but 
proceed to that most necessary and essential 
duty of a wile, obedience, 
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- Society, we know, cannot possibly subsist 
without subordination : states and kingdoms 
can never flourish or increase, unless some 
preside at the helm, to guide and direct, whilst 
others follow and obey ; without a head, 
the members cannot perform their offices : 
without some ruling hand, invested with pow- 
er and authority to govern, punish or reward, 
there can be nothing but anarchy and confu- 
sion: and the same is equally necessary, in 
all private connexions : superiour power must 
be lodged in one hand, and the only doubt 
that can arise, if any doubt there be, is, to 
whom that power doth of right belong. 

The words of the apostle with regard to 
this, are very plain and explicit. * The hus- 
band,’ says he, ‘is the head of the wife. 

fan was not of the woman, but the woman 
of the man.’ Priority of birth, at their origi- 
nal formation, seeming to imply and point out 
the precedency : but there is ‘withal a reason, 
which carries with it the highest conviction, 
and that is, the visible superiority of one sex 
over the other, so manifest in the abilities both 
of mind and body. 

Agreeable to the dictates of reason in this 


respect, as indeed in all others, are the dictates 
No. 4. F 
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of religion. Obedience of wives is the com- 
mandment of God himself; ‘ thy desire shall 
be to thy husband,’ says he ; ‘he shall rule 
ever thee.’ ‘ Wives submit yourselves,’ says 
St. Paul, ‘to your husbands, as_unto the 
Lord :’ that is,- be assured that duty towards 
your husband is part of your duty towards 
God ; that when you love the one, you please 
the other; when you disobey the one, you offend 
the other : you are bound to obedience not 
" only by the promise made to your husband, 
but by a still more solemn engagement, by a 
promise made to the Almighty. God is not 
only a witness of the contract, but a part of it ; 
he hath claim toa share in every connexion,duty, 
and. relation, we énter into: the husband can- 
not release the wife, nor the wie the hus- 
band ;. the servant his master, nor the master 
his servant ; the father the son, nor the son 
his father from the punctual discharge of them, 
without his divine consent and approbation : 
and though in regard to individuals, it may so 
happen, that the direct contrary to what hath 
been advanced may be indisputably true, no 
argument can thence be drawn apna the 
general conclusion. 

The son may, and frequently hath, a lar- 
ger portion of parts and understanding than his 
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_ father, and servants better genius, sense, and 
capacity than their masters ; and yet it must 
be acknowledged, that this,-in cither ease, 
would be a poor plea for their rebellion and 
disobedience. 

Half the miseries of mankind arise from 
pride and seif-love ; froni that vain conceit 
we are so apt to entertain of ourselves, aid of 
sur own abilities. 

‘The good and prudent wife, eked is satis- 
fied of that natural superiority of man, which 
I have just now mentioned, will consider, 
that im cases of importance, the husband's _ 
knowledge and experience should make him 
a better judge than her; and therefore she 
should submit, and in matters of little or no 

» consequence it is surely scarce worth while to 

dispute about them. If disputes however do 
1 | arise, mutual good nature and condescension 
» || will prevent acrimony, bitterness, and anger. 
> Let the end proposed therefore in all be truth, 
and not victory, and the desire of both to con- 
vince, and not to conquer. 

To obedience, therefore, should sles be 
added quietness and numitiry. The vir- 
> __ tues of a woman were not meant to glare in 
-  |@ the dazzling lustre of publick business, but 
is —— cast, as it were, into the shades of life, in the 
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mild majesty of private, social, domestick hap- 
piness. 

‘ Let women adorn themselves,’ says St. 
Paul, ‘in modest apparel, with shame-faced- 
ness and sobriety, not with broidered hair, or 
gold, or pearls, or costly array ; for I suffer 
not a woman to teach nor to usurp authority 
over the man, but to be im silence.’ Silence 
indeed is for the most part apter to persuade 
than argument ; when the storm meets with 
resistance, it is generaily the most violent ; and 
the tender plant, which bends beneath the 
blast, is much safer than the lofty oak, which 
seems to defy-it. After all, it is the wife’s 
interest as well as duty, to be in subjection to 
her husband ; because she, who most easily 
complies with his will, is, for the most part, 
indulged in her own ; and she hath the most 
frequent opportunities to command, who is 
most ready and most willing to obey. A 
meek and quiet spirit, we know, is with Ged 
of the highest value. It may indeed happen, 
and frequently doth, that this meek and quiet 
spirit shall but provoke a morose and surly 
temper to greater insults ; and that the cow- 
ard, who finds no resistance, will repeat the 
blow. But to those, notwithstanding, who 
have humility, there is this consolation still he- 
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hind, that however man may despise the jewel, - 
God, who knows its value, will hold it of 
great price. A thousand testimonies of con- 
jugal fidelity, love, tenderness, afiection, and 
forgiveness, may escape the eye of a vicious 
or of an indifferent husband, unknown and _ un- 
regarded ; but that eye, which seeth and know-, 
eth all things, will observe them: and what 
is still more to be wished and desired, we may 
be certain, that wherever he sees virtue, he 
must approve it; and wherever he approves, 
he is sure to reward. _ 

Proceed we then to the next essential 
quality of a good wife, DiscRETION.. Con- 
quests acquired by. force, are maintained by 
policy ; and the hearts, which love hath sub- 
dued, must be preserved by prudence ; the 
dominion of youth and beauty is arbitrary and 
despotick, but, like other tyrannies, seldom of 
any long duration. Prudence, therefore, that 
faithful minister, must be called in to subdue 
the rebel passions, maintain a due balance and 
proportion, and keep the sovereign on the 
throne, _ Whilst tender years and inexperience 
pailiate.every errour, and excuse ev cry inad- 
vertency, prudence is not, perhaps, so imme- 
diately necessary ;, but when women have 
F.2 
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past that favourable, indulgent season, and have 
entered into a situation which calls for the ex. 
ercise of this’ virtae every hour, it then be- 
comes absolutely and really indispensable ; and 
the want of it is as inexcusable,as it is fatal and 
destructive ; and yet, I know not how it is, 
but almost every other virtue is more frequent- 
ly to be: met with. At that time of life when 
we most stand in-need of it, it is seldom seen, 
and doth not make its appearance till it can be 
of little service to us : ‘To wives, we know, it 
often comes when its powers are languid and 
meffectual.; the affection of the husband is 
already estranged by infidelity, changed by in- 
difference, or decayed by ingratitude ; dis- 
eretion steps in at last to regain it; like an 
able physician, it is not called till the last gasp, 
when it is much too late. to save the patient. 
Nothing is in reality so unsuitable to the 
dignity, so unbecoming the character of a 
good and virtuous wile, as that indiscreet care- 
lessness and levity of behaviour, which has of 
late years crept in amongst us. ‘Lhe taste of 
pleasure and diversions is grown so universal, 
that family duties, and family decen¢y, and 
decorum also, are greatly neglected. ‘The old 
and the young, the married and the single, are 
so blended together in the general mass of 
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folly ; the carriage, manners, and behaviour 
of all are so equally gay and dissolute, that 
they set the examples of vice, whose duty it is 
to keep others from it; and scarce any thing 
is left to distinguish the matron from her 
dauchter, but the wrinkles which-she cannot 
hide, and the years which she cannot conceal. 
When one sex thus forget station, rank, 
and circumstance, can we be surprised to find 
the other unwilling to remember itt? When 
women no longer behave themselves as wives, 
do they desire, or can they expect to be treat- 
ed as such ? Whilst there is a desire in every 
gesture, word, and action, ito please all indis- 
criminately, can we suppose ‘there is a ‘strong 
or powerful attachment to any individual? Let 
those, therefore,’ who follow a giddy, thought- 
less multitude, through the perpetual round of 
fashionable follies, remember, that amusement 
is no longer Innocent when it interferes with 
duty ; that example can only countenance that 
guilt which it doth not extenuate ; and that 
publick pleasure is dearly hought which is pur- 
chased at the expense of private happiness. 
Women as well as men are bound by the 
religion of Christ, not only to avoid vice, but 
the appearance of it; not only to be virtuous, 
but to'seem so : besides that, their reputation 
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is of so tender a nature, that it is not always in 
the power even of innocence itself to preserve 
it. Those who have only been careless, are 
generally censured as guilty, and calumny will 
often punish for crimes which have never been 
committed. There isa great degree of im- 
prudence, therefore, in laying ourselves open 
to suspicion : she, who is so indifferent as to 
affect folly, is in great danger of falling a sacri- 
fice to it ; and the wife who is very vicious in 
appearance, doth not deserve much less blame 
than her who is so in reality. ‘The truly good 
and virtuous wife, will consider the honour of 
her husband as a precious jewel entrusted to 
her care, which it is her duty to preserve free 
fromevery spot or blemish that might diminish 
its lustre or impair its beauty. 

The best preservative of female honour, 
therefore, is female delicacy : mode@sty is the 
hand-maid of virtue, appointed to tend, to dress, 
and serve her : it is, as it were, a kind of ar- 
mour, which the sex should always bear, both 
to adorn and to defend them ; and, when that 
is laid aside, they are neither beautiful nor safe. 

There was a time, when the reservedness 
and modesty of women exempted them from 
many considerable privileges, which they 
viow enjoy ; when that unbounded freedom of 
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converse, which the present age allows, was 
held inconsistent with female delicacy ; when 
not the gay companion, nor the lively visitant, 
but the good and prudent wife, were esteemed 
the best of characters: it would become those, 
who have introduced and encouraged this 
change of manners, to consider, whether. the 
pleasures have not interfered with the business, 
and the duties of life been sacrificed: to the 
impertinencies of it ; whether the matrons of 
former ages were not, at least, as modest, if not 
so well bred, as those who come after them ; 
and whether, what the sex hath gained in pos 
liteness, it hath not lost in virtue. . There is 
(if 1 may be allowed the expression) a sex of 
soul, as well as body, and the distinction is as 
visible in the one as in the other. The female 
mind, as well as form, is naturally more soft 
and delicate : the spirits more brisk and vola- 
tile; the heart more immediately susceptible 
of pain or pleasure, than our own : as their 
frame can boast of finer harmony, symmetry, 
and proportion, though of less strength, firm- 
ness, and activity; in the same manner, the 
sentiments of the softer sex abound in a pecu- 
liar tenderness, delicacy, and vivacity : if they 
are not solid, they are refined ; if they are not 
eorrect, they are lively ; if they are not just 
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aad-serious, they are natural and cheerful ; to 
each, is imparted, by the providence of God, 
that which the other stands in need of : man 
was born to govern, to guard, and protect ; 
woman to obey, to picase, and to reward. 
When men, therefore, sink into sloth and ef 
feminacy, and women assume a masculine 
boldness and audacity, they are acting contrary 
to the designs of nature and of God ; and can 
never be the objects of esteem or approbation, 
much less of love or affection. Whilst, like 
neighbouring monarchs, they are careful to re- 
main in their own territories, and do not en- 
eroach on eachother’s borders, they will be 
respected. as lawful sovereigns; but when, like 
usurpers, they invade the rights and privileges 
-@f each other, they will be treated as such; 
and whilst they are employed in the conquest 
of kingdoms, which do not belong to them, 
will be deprived of their own. 

We pass on, then, to that best cement of 
domestick happiness, MUTUAL FORBEAR- 
ANCE and COMPLACENCY ; and these, per- 
haps, like constancy and fidelity, are, in some 
measure, more necessary on the part of the 
wife, than of the husband. 

Those who have the management and di- 
rection of affairs, whatever station, business; 
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or profession, they are engaged in, must theet 
with various crosses, misfortunes, and disap- 
pointments ; the ways of this life are, at best, 
but rugged and uneven ; briars and thorns 
spring up on every side of us ; and, even the 

most flowery and delightful paths are full of 
danger ; man, therefore, as most able, is ap- 
pointed to perform the journey. The greatest 
part of the wor'd are forced to gain their living 
by the sweat of their brow : the toil‘and la- 
bour of previding for his household, of ae+~- 
quiring what is necessary and convenient, falls 
to the lot of the indastrious husband. Too 
well we know, that in an evil and corrupt 
world, the best intentions, and the most honest 
endeavours of the best men may be frustrated ; 
losses, vexations, and troubles are perpetually 
- arising: such accidents, and such we’are every 
day liable to, will sour the sweetést’ disposi- 
tions, throw a gloom over the cheerfullest-face; 
and fill the firmest heart with anguish and’ dis- 
quictude. How then, is the good and ‘virtu- 
ous wife, the partner of his joys and ’sorrows, 
to behave in the hour of distress? Is she to re- 
proach his melancholy, to inflame his passion, 
to embitter his disquietude ? Or, is she, on the 
other hand, to endeavour to calm his sorrows 
- and soothe his affliction, to consider the wounds 
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ef adversity which pain him as feceived in her 
service, the disquietude which he feels, endur- 
ed for her sake ? Is she not to give way to 
that petulancy or anger which appears in him ? 
to esteem it not as the natural inmate of his 
breast, but as an importunate, intruding stran- 
ger, brought thither by misfortunes and dis- 
appointments ?° The greater, therefore, his 
sorrows are, the greater should be her care to 
remove them ; her tenderness should increase 
in proportion to his disquietude, her forbear- 
ance to his warmth, her complacency to his 
uneasiness ; her smiles are to make amends 
_ for the frowns of the world, and her iove and 
kindness to compensate for its hatred and in- 
gratitude. 

But, all those branches of conjugal duty, 
which are above enumerated, must proceed 
from, that great source of happiness, true and 
genuine AFFEcTioN. Love is the active, 
enlivening, invigorating principle, which must 
set in motion the whole circle of relative du- 
ties ; without this, neither child nor father, 
seryant nor master, can acquit themselves well 
and faithfully, in the discharge of their duty ; 
but, if in them it is requisite, in that which is 
. now before us, it is indispensable : in them it 
must preside and direct ; but in this, it must 
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itself operate constantly, steadily, and invaria- 
bly. But it often happens, that indifference 
holds the place of affection ; and that those, 
who should be most: solicitous about each 
other’s welfare and happiness, are most care- 
less of it ; a state so undesirable, is an emblem 
of that natural sleep we so often experience, 
when the soul of man is benumbed and stupi- 
fied, when nature performs her office and ope- 
rations with heaviness and reluctance. In- 
stead of being surprised, therefore, that so 
many are unhappy, it should rather raise our 
admiration to find so few. When we reflect 
on the inconsiderable number of those who 
are joined by love and affection; when we 
consider, that half the world are united by am- 
bition, pride, self-interest, force, or artifice, 
how is it possible they should be blest? Shall 
we not rather wonder to see the chain so dura- 
ble as it is, when the links which compose it 
are of so weak a nature ?. From the want of, 
or from the loss of affection, flow all those 
cares and jealousies, all those troubles and ani- 
mosities, which break the bands of nuptial 
harmony, and poison the fountain of domes- 
tick happinees :, Without this, indeed, fidelity 
hath no proper support to rest itself on, pru- 
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dence no end to promote, tenderness and com- 
placéncy no object to employ themselves: in 
the service of ; whereas, on the other hand, 
Where this is, scarce any thing else can be 
wanted ; it improves the charms of beauty 
where it is, and supplies the place where it is 
tfot ; it commands respect and obedience from 
the obstinate and perverse, constancy from the 
most inconstant, discretion from the most in- 
ont ; it polishes the indelicate, softens the 
humbles the proud and haughty ; it 
a in short, to the bloom of youth, health 
and plenty ; and gives vigour, joy, and plea- 
sure even to old age, sickness, and adversity. 
. But lastly....The good wife should be 
pious. Religion is the great bond, which 
links together, and unites every virtue : piety 
will insure every fidelity, enforce obedience; 
inerease tenderness, and double affection. 
When the duty to a husband is considered, as 
it ought to be considered, as a duty to God 
also, then, and then only, will it be duly and 
punctually performed : she, indeed, can never 
be a good wife, who is not a good Christian. 
It is not to be expected, that she, who pays 
no deference or respect to her Creator and her 
God, will obey her lord and husband ; or that 
she will ever submit herself to human ordi- 
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nances, who neglects the divine: whilst, op 
the other hand, she who is piozs and religious, 
will, at the same time that she is making her- 
self amiable in the sight of man, recommend 
herself to the favour of God, If her husband 
is insensible of her affection, God will not be 
so; if he forgetteth, God will remember ; if 
he is ungrateful, God will reward her. | 
To sum up all, therefore, in the character 
of a coop wirk. She is one, who, ever 
mindful of the solemn contract which she has 
entered into, is strictly and conscienti 
virtuous, constant, and faithful to her husband; 
chaste, pure, and. unblemished in every 
thought, word, and deed : . she is humble and 
modest from reason and conviction, submissive 
from choice, and obedient from inclination ; 
what she acquires by love and tenderness, she 
preserves by prudence and discretion’: she 
makes it her business to.serve, and her pleas- 
ure to oblige her husband ; as conscious, that 
every thing, which promotes his 
must, in the end, contribute to her own : her 
tenderness relicves his cares, her affection sof 
tens his distress, her good’humour and com- 
placency lessen and ‘subdue his affiictions': 
‘she openeth her mouth,’ as Solomon says, 


* with wisdom, and in her tongue is the law 
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ef kindness : she looketh well to the ways of 
her husband, and eateth not the bread of idle- 
-fiess : her children rise wp and call her bless- 
ed: -her husband also, and he praiseth her.’ 
Lastly, asa good and pious Christian, she 
looks up with an eye of gratitude to the Great 
Dispenser and Disposer of all things, to the 
Husband of the widow, and Father of the 
fatherless, intreating his divine favour and as- 
sistance in this and every other moral and re- 
ligious duty ; well satisfied, that if she duly 
and punctually discharge her several offices 
and relations in this life, she shall be blessed 
and rewarded for it in another. 

To conclude, therefore, in the words of 
Solomon, addressed to the good and virtuous 
wife : Favour is deceitful, and beauty is vain ; 
but a woman that feareth the Lord, she shalt 
be praised. Fear not, for thou shalt not be 
‘ashamed ; neither be thou confounded, for thy 


Maker is thy husband, the Lord of Hosts is 
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HYMN. 


Tuoveu made by God’s almighty hand, 
And in his image form’d, 

Yet Adam knew no happiness, 

Till love his bosom warm’d. 
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Eden with all its beauteous grove). 
And fruits of richest taste, 
To one for social bliss design’d 

- Was but a Jonely waste. 


But when his lovely bride appear’é 
In native graces dress’d, 

The latent spark burst into flame, 
And love inspir’d his breast. 


What wise provision hast thou made; 
Great Parent of mankind, 

That all thine offspring may enjoy 

The bliss for them design’d ! 


Then will we join our hearts and hands 
; ~ In bonds of virtuous love ; 

é And, whilst we live in peace below, 

f Prepare for bliss above. 


a 
PRAYER. 


O cracious and.cternal God, who hast 
erdained the conjugal union for the mainte- 
nance, good education, and happiness of man- 
kind ! Wilt thou enable me to fulfil the du- 
. ties of my condition that it may not be the 
means of my temptation and sin. In all my 
| circumstances may I scrupulously discharge 
my obligations to thee ; and be just and affec- 
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tionate, submissive and faithful to my hus- 
band. Make me ever willing to respect his 
judgment and experience, and by complying 
with his reasonable wishes, may I prevent the 
beginnings of contention or acrimony. Root 
out of my heart all evil dispositions ; and may 
nothing sour the habitual sweetness of my 
teniper, or interrupt the exercise of my good 
affections. “May I avoid not only the reality, 
but the appearance of pride and haughtiness. 
May vanity and love of ostentation have no 
place in my breast. Clothe me with humil- 
ity, and let my adorning be the hidden man of 
the heart, in that which is not corruptible, 
even the ornament of a meek and quiet spirit, 
which is in thy sight of great price. Give me 
prudence and discretion; condescension and 
forbearance. May I set thee continually before 
my eyes, and practise all the commandments. 
of -my. Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. 
Amen. : : 
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DISCOURSE - V. 


@N THE DUTY OF PARENTS TO CHILDREN. 


—e— 


Epues. vi. 4. = 


Fathers, frrovoke not your children to wrath, but 


bring them uft in the nurture and admonition of 
the Lord. 


AS all relations are founded on mutual 
and reciprocal dependencies, and we can have 
no right to demand where we have never bes- 
towed any thing, it must necessarily follow, 
that the love, respect, and obedience; which 
are required of children, are founded on those 
benefits which they have from time’ to time 
received at the hands of their parents, who are 
thus rewarded for their .care and tenderness... 
As children, therefore, are bound to serve and 
reverence their parents, parents are also on 
their part equally obliged to support and pro- 
vide for their children ; not ‘ to provoke them 
to wrath’ and disobedience, and then reproach 
them for it, but the more effectually to secure 
to themselves honour and respect ; to educate 
them in such a manner, as to make them a¢- 
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quainted with every part of filial duty; te 
‘ bring them up’ soberly, virtuously, and reli- 
giously ; or as the apostle expresses it, ‘ in the 
nurture and admonition of the Lord.’ 

Though the affection of the parent towards 
the child is much stronger and more intense, 
than that of the child towards the parent, and 
corsequently the breach of duty on one part 
by no means so frequent as onthe other ; such, 
notwithstanding, is the weakness and depravity 
of human nature, that children may, as St. 
Paul hath remarked, be ‘ provoked,’ and just- 
ly ‘ provoked to wrath,’ by the faults and fol- 
lies of their parents, as will more evidently 
appear, when we come to consider the many 
errours, weaknesses, and imperfections which 
we are all liable to, and to point out the prin- 
cipal sources of mutual contempt, hatred, and 
animosity which make so many families un- 
bappy- 

Children may be ‘ provoked to wrath’ by 
the churlishness and inhumanity of their pa- 
rents ; by their weakness and indulgence ; by 
their partiality, their injustice, or their im- 
piety. Permit me to make a few short reflec- 
tians.on every one of them, 

1,. And first then, Children may be ‘ provo- 
ked to. wrath’, by the churlishness and inhu- 





























manity of their parents. It is not in the least 
to be wondered at, that men of morose and 
cruel dispositions should ‘ provoke their chil- « 
dren to wrath’ by harsh and severe treatmefit 
ef them; their own home is, perhaps, the 
only place where they can command without 
opposition, and tyrannize with impunity ; as 
cowardice and cruelty are imseparable, they 
will most probably exert their authority where 
it cannot be disputed, and insult where they 
cannot be’ resisted. Parents are every day 
found amongst us, who shew their power only 
by the abuse of it ; who treat their children as 
slaves ; who, yielding to every impulse of 
passion and resentment, always rebake with 
asperity, and chastise with rigour : but surely 
such savages are a disgrace to human nature. 
Youth hath a thousand pleas to urge in its fa- | 
vour, which the deafest ear must listen to ‘ 
ignorance hath always a claim to pity : afid 
mnocence a title to protection. ‘There are 
very few faults indeed in children which are 
not pardonablé ; and half their errours should 
be attributed to inexperience’ and inadver- 
inh Let the severe parent refleet, that if he 
* provoke his children to wrath,’ he will be 
himself, in all probability, the greatest sufferer 
by it; that distance and reseryedness mast 





82 


naturally produce a servile dread and difi- 
dence; whilst, on the contrary, an open: and 
ingenyous confidence, on one side, would as 
naturally beget esteem and regard on the oth- 
er: let him reflect, that though he may be 
obeyed, he cannat be loved; that the blow 
will be felt, though it is not retyrned ; and, 
that these, who cannot retaliate, will, notwith- 
standing, resent the injury. Above all, let 
the severe parent remember, that Ae also hath 
@ Father in heaven, te whom he looks up for 
leye, tenderness, and affection, for pardon, in- 
dulgence, and reward ; if He should exercise 
his parental authority in like manner, and rule 
_his.children with a rod of iron, if He should 
be extreme.to mark what is done amiss, who 
cquld abide it.? 

» 2 But, secondly, children may be ‘ pro- 
voked to. wrath’? by the: contrary extreme of 
weakness and indulgence. 

. & more dangerous, and certainly @ much 
more frequent errour in parents, is an unre. 
strained and exeessive fondness ; and this, 
however ill calculated it may seem for such a 
purpose, may, inthe end, as justly and inev- 
itably.* provoke'children to wrath,’ as the op- 
posite extreme of ‘churlishness and severity. 
‘The:various passions and affections of human 
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and, if they aré not: properly restrained and 
directed, will of necessity ‘have a fatal and 
unconquerable influence over the whole tenor 
of our lives ; if we give up the réins to appe- 
tite, at an age; when reason is too weak to 
ewide them, and suffer the will to rule: witly 
despotick sway, uncontroled by judgment and 
unawed by parental autherity, every vice will 
sain daily strength by habit, and every propens 
sity to evil'take such deep: root in the soul, ag 
never to be extirpated ; if the child is never 
corrected, it is most probable that the man will 
never be virtuous ; and if the child is always 
complied with, the man will be always unhap- 
py. How often indeed do childten live to 
condemn that fondness, which was the source 
of their guilt ; and to curse that indulgence, 
which was the foundation of their misery ! 

3. But there is another method of ‘ pro- 
voking children to wrath ;? where the resents 
ment on one side is highly warrantable, andthe 
injury on the other to the last degree inex 
cusable ; and that is, the partial affection of a 
parent to one child, in. preference to others, 
equally deserving of it; this is acting in di- 
rect opposition both to the willand to the-con- 
duct of our Almighty Father, who, in his 
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Silieitias towards man, teacheth us another 
and a*better lesson : the children of nature all 
divide his tenderness, all share his equal love, 
without partiality, prejudice, ordistinction: we 
should follow his steps, and imitate his justice. 
Nothing but a superiour share of duty and obe- 
dience, can lay claim to superiour favour and in- 
dulgence : no external beauty or form, however 
striking ; no natural accomplishments, how- 
ever excellent ; no pre-eminence of genius, tal- 
ents and abilities, however brilliant and engag- 
ing, should have such weight in the scale of 
parental love, as to destroy that equal balance 
which should ‘be ever held with a steady and 
unshaken hand. When this is once lost, the 
foundations of domestick happiness are under- 
mined; strife, division, and animosity usurp the 
seats of harmony and peace; and where 
jealousy and hatred are thus early sown, they 
generally shoot up into a rank and fruitful har- 
vest of guiltand misery. When children find 
it impossible to please, they will naturally lose 
all desire of ypleasing ; where they are neglect- 
ed, they will neglect ; and where they are in- 
juted, they will resent. These, and a thous- 
atid other ill. consequences, which it is unne- 
‘Cessary to enumerate, will inevitably flow 
from the partial distribution of parental tender- 
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ness : and, yet there is scarce a large and nu- 
merous family to be met with, where this 
evil is mot in some measure seen, felt, and la- 
mented, 

There are, we must acknowledge, strange 


weaknesses, prejudices and, prepossessions in 


human nature, not easily to be accounted for, 
which act, no doubt, as forcibly on parents as 
on other men ; but when we are attacked by 
them, we maust call in reason and religion to 
our aid, to combat these prejudices, to coun- 
teract and subdue these weaknesses and pre- 
possessions : above all, we must remember to 
place ourselves in the situation of those who 
are to suffer by them ; to observe the golden 
rule, the great criterion of justice, and do as 
we would be done unto. 
But 
3. ‘here is another method, and which is too 
often practised by angry and inexorable parents, 
of ‘ provoking children to wrath,’ by unjustly 
defrauding them of their patrimony, without 
just cause. Jf any, provide not for his own, 
says the apostle, and especially, for those of his 
own house, he hath denied the faith and is 
worse than an infidel: he rust, indeed, be 
strictly, and literally worse, more destitute of 
i ee. oe 





- 








86 


feeling‘and humanity, than the most-savage 
. and illiterate barbarians, amongst whom, stran- 
gers as they are to God and religion, the crime 
of deserting and defrauding their offspring is 
yet unknown. Children have a clear and in- 
disputable right,’ from the great charter of 
nature, to the possessions of their parents ; 
and unless that right is forfeited by some fla- 
grant enormity, it cannot with any degree of 
equity, be wrested from them: the laws of 
mien, in this case, coincide and co-operate with 
the laws of God; and the claim of inheritance, 
mall civilized nations, is universally allowed 
and consented to, unless the contrary is pecu- 
liarly specified : those offences, therefore, 
should be of a very heinous nature, and ac- 
companied with most aggravating circum- 
stances, which can excuse a parent in bereay- 
ing his children of their patrimony : no venial 
inadvertency arising from inexperience, no 
imprudent salhes of unguarded youth, no ur- 
premeditated ‘acts of casual disobedience can 
palliate such injustice : for the most part, in- 
deed, scarce any other cause can be assigned 
for the commission of this crime, but whim, 
caprice, or resentment : ‘some there are, who 
screen their guilt beneath the veil of piety, and 
clothe their vice in the habit of a virtue : but 
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this is a. poor and wretched subterfuge ;. the 
mean evasion of cruelty and pride. .. The man 
who deprives his children of their inheritance, 
and beggars his. posterity to soothe his vanity 
by ill-placed beneficence, though he may be 
canonized as, a saint upon earth, will never. be 
enrolled among the blessed in heaven. | It. is, 
upon the whole, an act of injustice. which, 
howeverthe ofender may reconcile. to himself 
by specious arguments, _however.,by delusive 
reasons he,may. persuade the world to pass 
over, or approve, his conscience will most pro- 
bably reproach him for in this world, and his 
Creator punish in that which is. to come. 

4. ‘here is, moreover, another branch of 
parental duty, the omission of. which must — 
‘ provoke children to wrath ;’ and that is, not 
only to bequeath to them their due patrimony, 
not only to provide for their future ease and 
happiness, but to promote, by every method 
in their power, their present. and immediate 
welfare ; to administer to their necessities, and 
rehieve their distress, to double:every comfort, 
and lessen,every calamity... ‘The imheritance 
which we leave our children is no more than 
adebt which we owe to nature, and which 
justice demands of us: there is very little merit 
ia parting with that which we can no longer 
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retain: posthumous charity and generosity, 
. therefore of this, as of every other kind, is of 
small value or esteem. It often happens, that 
parents bequeath large estates, after their deaths, 
to children, whom they had kept in the utmost 
penury all their lives, and withhold every thing 
from their family, till the hand of God wrests 
it from them : and what is generally the con. 
sequence of this ? the children are provoked, 
and justly provoked, to wrath: the omission 
of duty on one part produces a neglect of it 
on the other ; the bonds of mutual affection 
are gradually loosened and unwoven ; to the 
warmth of love and tenderness, succeed cold- 
ness and indifference; those, who stand in need 
of support and assistance, and at the same time 
think they have a right to it, will be greatly 
hurt and disappointed, when. it is unkindly 
withheld from them : instead of praying for 
the continuance of their parents’ lives, they 
are tempted, but too often, to look forwards 
with secret satisfaction towards the dissolution 
of it: and where, indeed, there is penury, 
distress, and resentment on one side, with af- 
fluence, avarice, and inhumanity on the other, 
all the aid, which filial affection, morality, and 
religion can afford, will sometimes prove in- 
effectual. If parents, therefore, hope for love, 
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tenderness, and obedience from their children, 
they must, as longas they. live, in proportion 
to the cireumstances and abiliiies, assist, sup- 
port, andrelieve them ; we-must love, in short, 
if we expect to be loved; we must give plea- 
sure and satisiaction, if we expect to receive 
them ; we:must look up, In this, as in every 
other point of duty, to the great standard: of 
perfection, the tender, affectionate, universal 
Parent, the Creator and Father of mankind : 
He deals forth his bounties to-all his children, 
with a liberat and impartial hand; directs them 
by his councils, guards them: by his provi- 
denee, and supports them by his power ; 
euides, instructs, and assists them here, and 
encourages them in the practice of duty and 
obedience, by the unalienable reversion of a 
noble inheritance hereafter. 

But lastly : Parents may: provoke: their 
children to wrath, by» their own wicked and 
licentious lives; not only by a neglect and dis- 
regard of them, but by the little attention which 
they pay to ¢/emselves,and te theirown charac- 
ter and reputation m the«world. As parents 
frequently suffer for the fallics of their children, 
so may childrenalso suffer for the follies of thei: 
parents’: it becomreth ail men to act witlr pra- 
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dence and discretion ; to behave soberly and 
religiously, and to abstain from every evil 
word and work ; but, it is peculiarly incum- 
bent on every father and mother, to keep a 
conscience void of offence ; to puta bridle on 
their lips and place a guard over their hearts : 
the solemn relation which they have entered 
into, the important ofhce which they are bound 
to perform, demand a more than ordinary care 
of . their conduct.in every particular. The 
minds of children are so susceptible of every 
impression ; so entirely guided by the direc- 
tion, and influenced by the example of those 
who are immediately connected with them, 
that no c4ution can be too great, no restraint 
too rigid and severe, with regard to every 
thing done and said within their presence or 
within the sphere of their knowledge and 
vomaprehension. There isa reverence due to 
votth, as wellas age: mnotan action shouid 
be committed before children, which hath the 
least tendency towards sin ; not a word should 
- escape our lips, that might taint the purity of 
unsullied innocence. How much, then, has 
the guilty parent to answer for, who, instead 
of setting a fair example to his children, and 
directing them in the paths of truth and hap- 
piness,” mis‘eads their unwary. footsteps into 
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the paths of sin and sorrow ;. who debauches 
those morals, which he ought to improve, and 
subjects those'to the divine wrath, whom it is 
his indispensable duty to shelter from it !° 

Though many other causes, arising-from 
particular incidents in life, or from. the differ- 
ent tempers and dispositions of men, may oc- 
casionally conspire to disturb the peace of fa- 
milies, by ‘ provoking children to wrath,’ those 
which I have already mentioned will generally 
be found the most prevalent : the best me- 
thod to guard against such, weaknesses, and to 
prevent the 1il consequences of them,, is, pro- 
bably, that rule of conduct, which the apostle 
hath prescribed in the latter part of my text, 
admonishing parents, to bring up their: chil- 
dren in the nurture of the Lord. 

St. Paul, who well knew how much de- 
pends on a virtuous and rnligious education, 
recommends it as the great and leading duty, 
including, as it were, and comprehending 
every other: he indeed, who regularly and 
conscientiously performs this, will not often be 
found deficient in any of the rest : it is scarce 
probable, that he who knows and teaches the 
principles of Christianity, should himself act 
so directly in opposition to them, as to ‘ pro- 
voke his children to wrath,’ by any of those 
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errours which I have above enumerated. It is 
not in the power of every man to provide for 
his children, with regard to the good things of 
this life, in the manner he could wish, or they, 
perhaps, deserve; his own circumstances may 
be too narrow to make theirs easy ; his own in- 
terestymaerit, or abilities too small and inconsid- 
erable, 'to recommend them to powerful favour 
and protection ; but, it is in every man’s pow- 
erto* bring up his children in the fear of the 
Lord,’ to form their minds to the practice of 
virtue, and instil into them, as early as possi- 
ble, the principles of religion and morality. 
This isa duty which, I fear, is too often 
neglected amongst us. ‘The knowledge of 
languages, of arts and sciences, is universally 
taught and inculcated with the utmost pains 
and ‘assiduity.; whilst the noblest. science of 
all, that of Morality, the best and most useful 
knowledge, the knowledge of ourselves, is scl- 
dom enquired into. Care is taken to fill the 
garden with every flower that can beautify or 
adorn, but scarce one useful fruit, or salutary 
herb, is planted int : Children, in short, are 
taught. every language, but the language of 
the heart; instructed in every religion, but 
the religion of Christ ; and acquainted with 
‘every book, but the holy scriptures. 
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Piety strengthens the bonds of filial, as 
well as of every other duty : those children, 
therefore, will always be the most obedient, 
tender and affectionate, who act from conscien- 
tious and religious principles. Those, who 
have been ‘ brought up in the nurture and the 
admonition of the Lord,’ will most probably 
repay their parents’ care and attention, by love 
and gratitude towards them: it is therefore 
the father’s highest interest, as well as his in- 
dispensible duty, to instruct his children in 
religion ; to acquaint them with the ways of 
_ God, to explain the doctrine of Christ, and 

the terms of salvation: as all the pains he 
takes in this task, will be amply recompens- 
ed: and the gift, which he bestows, be re- 
turned fourfold inte his own bosom. 

To conclude, therefore, with the character 
of A GOOD FATHER. 

The good father is ever humane, ten- 
der and affectionate to his children ; he treats 
them, therefore, with lenity, and kindness ; 
corrects with prudence, rebukes with temper, 
and chastises with reluctance : he never suf- 
fers his indulgence to degenerate into weak- 
ness, or his aflection to be biassed by partiality : 
as he rejoices in their joy, and participates in 
their afflictions, he never suffers them to want 
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a blessing which he can bestow, or to lament 
an.evil which: he can prevent : whilst he con- 
tinueth with them, he administers to their pre- 
sent. happiness, and: provides for their future 
felicity when he shall be removed from them ; 
he is. doubly cautious in preserving his own 
character, because theirs depends upon it ; he 
is prudent, therefore, that they may be happy, 
industrious that they may be rich ;. good and 
virtuous, that they may be respected: he in- 
structs by his life, and teaches by his exam- 
ple : ashe is thoroughly satisfied, that piety 
is the source and foundation of every virtue, 
he takes care to ‘ bring them up in the nurture 
and admonition of the Lord :’ that they may 
be good men, he endeavours. to make them 
good Cyristians ; and after having done 
every thing in his power to make them casy 
and happy here, points outto them the only 
. infallible means of securing eternal bliss and 
tranquilli ty: hereafter. 
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HYMN. 


Buest is the man who fears the Lord, 
And walks by wis ynerring word ; 
Comfort and peace bis days attend, 
And God will ever prove his friend. 


To Him, who condescends to dwell 
With saints in their obscurest cell, 
Be our domestick altars rais’d, 
And daily let his name be, prais’d. 


‘To Him may each assembled house 
Present their night and morning vows ; 
Their servants and their rising race 

Be taught his precepts and his grace. 


Then shall the charms of wedded love 
Sull more delightful blessings prove ; 
And parents’ hearts shall overflow 
With joys that parents only know. 


When nature droops, our aged eyes 
Shall see our children’s children rise ; 
Till pleas’d and thankful we remove, 
And join the family above. 


i 


PRAYER. 


O ruov God of all the families of the 


carth | Wilt thou be the God of my family. 
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Teach me to rule it in the spirit of wisdom, 
power, and gentleness. Give me clear views 
of the duty I owe to my children. May I 
feel my responsibility to thee and to society 
for the manner in which I shall execute my 
important trust. ‘Suffer me not to provoke 
them to wrath ; but may I bring them up in 
the nurture and admonition of the Lord. 
Help me carefully to watch their tempers, and 
religiously to oppose their earliest inclinations 
to irreligion‘and vice. Save me as well from 
churlishness and inhumanity, as from weak- 
ness and indulgence. Enable me to hold the 
reins of parental government with a steady 
hand. Make me reasonable in my com- 
mands, and discreet in the manner of giving 
them. May I tolerate m my children no sort 
nor degree of wickedness. Give me grace to 
exercise over them a proper authority, and by 
a regular and wholesome discipline to correct 
their faults, strengthen their minds, and im- 
prove their morals: Above all, may I go be- 
fore them in the light of a good example : 
assist me to walk in my house with a perfect 
heart, and to teach my offspring, both by con- 
duct and lesson, to keep the commandments 
of their God. O that they might live beforc 
thee! I ask, in submission to thy will, that 
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thou wouldst-grant them health and length of 
days, competence: and reputation ; but it is 
the far more fervent desire of my heart, that 
they may haye that wisdom which is grey hair 
to a man, and that unspotted life which is old 
age. Denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, 
may they live soberly, nghteously, and pigus- 
ly in this evil world, that they may hereafter 
be numbered with thy saints in glory everlast- 
ing, through Jesus my Lord, Amen. 


cy 


























DISCOURSE VI. 


ec 


.° _ @N THE DUTY OF CHILDREN TO PARENTS. 


erence 


Erues. vi. 2, 3. 


Honour thy father and thy mother, that it may be 
well with thee, and thou mayest live long on the 
earth, 


AS this duty is the first we are capable 
of practising, and which as soon as we have 
the least dawn of reason we are called upon 
to perform, it is very fitly placed at the head ff 
of the second table in the decalogue, and de- [| 
serves very seriously and attentively to becon- § 
sidered ; because on this the othersdoimme- fF 
diately and necessarily depend. 

All those philosophers who have most cu- 
Yiously explored the goodness of the Almigh- 
‘ty in the animal creation, have concurred in 
observing that the instinctive tenderness of 
creatures towards their young is a-worthy ex- 
ample for the best of parents, and a severc, 
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though silent, reproach of the bad amongst. 
us; but strong as this natural affection is in. 
every class of irrational beings, it remains no 
longer than whilst it is absolutely necessary to 
the propagation and support of the species :. 
the connexion on each side is soon lost, another 
love succeeds, another race rises up to enjoy 
it; but man is graciously distinguished by” 
his Maker, in this, as in every other particular, 
and maintains his sovereignty over the creation ; 
he is endued with faculties to be sensible of, 
and with power to repay the benefit ; the care. 
and tenderness of the parent, the love and gra- 
titude of the child, are constant and perma- ~ 
nent, and the mutual exchange of affection 
earried on from the earliest dawn of life even 
to the latest period of it. 

In man indeed, as in every other creature, 
the love implanted in the breast of the parent 
towards the offspring is much more intense than 
that implanted in the child towards its parent. 
And herein the providence of God is imme- 
diately visibie, and the reason sufficiently OB ag 
vious ; the child, we know, is helpless and ~ 
destitute, and without that care and tenderness 
must inevitably perish ; .whereas the parent 
may subsist (though not with an equal share 
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. Gf comfort -and satisfaction) without the re- 
turn of filial duty. 

But this, as well as every other reason, 
would be a poor plea for the omission, or ra- 
ther perhaps, to every grateful and ingenuous 
mind, would be a stronger inducement to the 
performance of it. 


But that no piea or excuse whatever can 
indeed be admitted, will be sufficiently evident, 
when we come to consider, in the subsequent 
- discourse, the various parts of this duty, to- 
gether with our necessary and indispensable 
obligations to the practice of it. 

* Honour thy father and mother, (says the 
+) that it may be well with thee, and 
mayest live long on the earth.’ 

By Aonour, in the more strict and confined 


~ . sense of the word, is understood no more than 





that deference and respect, which is due from 
inferiour to superiour, varying according to 
the various ties and relations, the several cir- 
cumstances and conditions of human life ; 
exclusive of parental authority, it is the accus- 
tomed tribute of youth to age and experience, 
in grateful return for the benefits oi its advice, 
‘and the influence of its example ; and this 
doubtless is a part, and no inconsiderable one, 
ef the duty here enjoined. 





















101 


. The highest deference, respect, and sub- 
datsaions, should be shewn to parents, because 
they are, next to God, the most proper ob- 
jects of them. ‘ Cursed be he, (says the law 
of Moses,) that setteth light by his father of 
mother :? where no respect is paid to the per- 
son, we can hardly expect obedience to his 
commands, and we have seldom any great love 
or esteem for those whom we treat with levity 
and contempt. 

When we consider that the pains and afflic- 
tions which attend the latter part of our lives 
are so many and so great, the advantages and 
privileges of age so few and inconsiderabie, 
we cannot, without the utmost inhumaviity,’ 
abridge it of the least of them : And yet this 
branch of filial duty is very often shakep off, 
and very frequently neglected, and particularly 
by those who are a little advanced in life who, 
as soon as they begin to receive respect and 
deference themselves, forget to pay it where it 
is due, and even whilst they enjoy the good 
cflects of parental instruction, are regardless of 
those to whom they are originally imdebied 
for it, 

‘The greater the obligations are, wihich we 
have at oe time laid on others, tlAe better 
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treatnsent do we of course expect in return, 
and with the greater degree of warmth do we 
resent any injury or coritempt from them ; the 
slightest wound gives the most exquisite pain, 
when inflicted by the hand we love. What 
‘ then must the parent feel, who, instead of re- 
ciprocal tenderness and affection, instead of 
that submissive deference, which he has a 
right to expect, meets with surliness and pride, 
with a contemptuous disregard of him, from a 
thankless child ? Even expressions of civility, 
even that complaisance and good- breeding, 
which to others may appear amiable, in his 
eyes will seem cold and disrespectful. How 
tan we persuade ourselves to fill that heart 
with) anguish and disquietude, which is so 
solicitous for our welfare ; or give a moment’s 
uneas ness to those, who spend’ their lives in 
provicling for our wants, defending us from 
rs and promoting our joy and hap- 
rt oe 
- Bu't, besides this deference and respect, 
these outward marks of esteem, there is some- 
thing 4 required : the sincerest testimonty 
. of filial affection (and which must doubtless 
be incl/aded in the precept’ of my text) is 
obedience. Tq°* honour ‘our parents’ is, to 
ney the'm, to submit implicitly to their or- 
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ders, and dutifully te perform whatever is en- 
joined by them. 

And here (as in almost every duty) our 
Saviour himself hath ‘condescended to be a 
guide and example tous. The sons of men 
need not err, for the Son of God hath pointed 
out to them the measure. of their obedience : 
He submitted to the commands of his Almigh- 
ty Father, and obeyed them cheerfully, with- 
out reproach, murmur, or reluctance ; he 
incurred the most painful suffermgs, with pa- 
tience and content; even in the hour of death, 
he petitions with humility, but submits with 
resignation ; ‘ Father, if it please thee, re- 
move this cup from me; _ nevertheless, not | 
my will, but thine be done.’ 

Where there is absolute and total dupen- 
denee on one side, there should be total and 
absolute submission on the other ; here, ‘then, 
a title to obedience is already established, and 
it is as vain as it is ungrateful to- we, total e it : 
resistance can be of no effect, there 
fore, in the rebellion of children, a such, fol 
ly as wickedness. 

But, moreover, that which is-the a | 
pensable duty of children is also their real ape. | 
truest interest ; it is the peculiar 


guishing adyantage of parental powel 
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interest of him who lays the command, and of 
him who performs it, ‘is for the most. p: 
plainly, and indisputably, the same. ‘The 
magistrate may, and perhaps frequently doth, 
compel his inferiour to actions highly disgust- 


, and sometimes extremely pernicious to 
him, because he has a secret view to his own 
advancement ; the general may force his sol- 
diers to rush on danger and death to promote 
his glory ; and the despotick tyrant may sac- 
rifice millions of his subjects to his own pride 
and. ambition: But the father has no private 
interest to promote in opposition to his chil- 
dren, no ambition but to make them amiable, 
no. views but to make them happy ; here then 
there cam he no doubt or jealousy ; the relation 
ta stand in, exempts them from the least 

suspicion of fraud or treachery ; and, in a 

worid where there is scarce any thing else, 
; how inestimable i is such sincerity ! 
eae So: ble to the law of nature and reason is 
F > this = duty, as to be held even by the 
= ‘unenlightened heathens in the highest esteem 
| and veneration. ‘* He that is undutiful to his 
“* parents. (says the Athenian law) shall be inca- 

** pable of holding any office.”” Amongst the 
. Romans also, if a father came to want, and the 
‘My if able, did not reheve him, he was sen- 
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iced by the laws against ingratitude to be 


pe father’s slave for life. The wise and pious 


rulers in those times were doubtless of opin- 
ion, that no obligations could influence, no 
ties. could bind the man who had broken 
through the bonds of nature ; that the love of 
his country could never reside im that breast 
which was void of filial affection ; that, where 
the father’s authority was slighted, the magis- 
trates would be but ill submitted to ; and that 
he, in short, must be very unfit to rule, who 
had never learned to obey. 

But further : 

By honouring our parents is undoubtedly 
meant the giving them all the assistance, sup- 
port, and defence, which they may at any time 
stand in need of. | 

Such are the vicissitudes of human life, 
that it is no strange or uncommon circum. 
stance, to see penury or distress usurp the seats 
of joy and plenty ; to see those who had flou- 
nished in the earlier parts of life in affluence 
and prosperity, reduced at the close of it to 
want and misery, obliged to struggle with the. 
world at an age when they are most tnfit to 
encounter it, and, instead of resting in peace 
after a troublesome journey, conipelled to bear 


- the heat and burden of the day. “Here, then, 
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filial duty hath the noblest opportunity of ex- 
€rting its gratitude : all that a child can do, i 
no more than what he is strictly bound to do ; 
and no danger is so great, but, in such a case 
he should readily go through it; no toil se 
severe, but he should most willingly bear it. 

A numerous family has often sunk those, 
who, without it, might have lived in the ut- 
most splendour ;- to the weight of its branches 
the tree may owe its decay : here the obliga- 
tion receives new force ; to relieve the wants 
we ourselves have caused, is but common jus- 
tice ; toheal the wounds, which our own 
hands have made, fs but common humanity. 

- Age, we know, has always a melancholy 
attendance. Infirmities vex, diseases torment, 
and death affrights it ; health scarce enlivens, 
sickness totally depresses it ; it calls for the 
_ compassion, therefore, and assistance of ail ; 
from man to man, it implores them as favours ; 
from the parent to his children it demands 
them as a debt ; the greatest indeed which we 
can contract, and the first we are bound to 
discharge: ‘ My son,’ says the wise. man, 
‘help thy father in his age, and grieve him 
not as long as he liveth, and if his understand- 
ing fail, have patience with him, and despisc 

him not oat te art in thy full strength. ; 
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"for the relieving of thy father shall not’ be for- 
gotten, it shall be added to build thee up, in 
the day of affliction it shall be remembered,’ 

~~ But— 

- Another method of clairingg our parents 

‘is, to have such a regard to our own charac- 
ter and reputation in the world, as never, if 
possible, to be guilty of any action which may 
reflect shame or disgrace upon them. The 
consequences of vice are seldom indeed _ confi- 
“ned to the person of the offender ; they reach 
much further, and affect others as well as our- 
selves. The malice and ill-nature of mankind 
is always ready enough to attribute the follies 

‘of children to the negligence, or example of 
their parents. What ‘shall we say then to 
those, who, instead of imparting joy and satis- 
faction to the virtuous parent, repay their cares 
and tenderness with ignominy and disgrace ; 
who, instead of adding dignity to their age 
and weight to their authority, by a licentious @ — 
and abandoned life load their hearts with sor- 
row, increase the burthen of their years, and 

'* bring their grey hairs in sorrow to: the 
grave ?? 

To honour our parents then is, jirst, to 

- shew respect and deference to them in alkour 

words and actions : secondly, readily and im- 
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citly to hearken to their precepts, and med 
their commands ; and lastly, to support, de 
fend, and relieve them : to support those wiko 
have defended us, to relieve those who have 
relieved us. ‘Honour thy father with thy 
‘ whole heart,’ says the son of Sirach, ‘ and for- 
get not the sorrows of thy mother; remem- 
ber thou wast begot of them, and how canst 
thou recompense them the things which they 
have done for thee ?? 

~The obligation indeed is not easily recom- 

pensed, because it is not easily known ; true 
generosity always enhances the value of the 
gilt'by concealment : innumerable instances 
of jpaternal tenderness pass over, and are for- 
gotten, and thousands are never seen. 

‘ ‘The father, (says the wise man,) waketh 
forthe daughter when no man knoweth, and 
the care for her taketh away sleep :’ to be 
supported when we are unable to support 
ourselves, to be defended from the world it a 
time when we have not power to contend with 
it, tO.reeeive not only present maintenance, 
but:to have our future joy and happiness pro- 
vided for, are surely benefits which call for the 
highest and sincerest acknowledgments : but 
the drue value of this blessing, like most oth- 
ers, is perhaps scarce ever perceived till it 














109 


is dost ; whilst we-revel at the feast, we forget 
the master of it, and seldom know the true 
merit of paternal affection, till we feel = 
want of it. 

Look round upon the ignorant and illite- 
rate, the poor and destitute, the vicious and 
abandoned part of mankind ;_ inquire into the 
causes of this depravity, the source of their 
indigence, the reasons of their ignorance, and. 
you will most generally find, that these-unhap- 
py wretches are orphans ; such as had no pa- 
rents to instruct or provide for them, a wans 
dering flock who had no guide to direct them, 
‘no shepherd to feed them in green pas- 
tures,’ or ‘ lead them beside the waters of 
comfort.’ 

Let the reflection on their unhappy cir- 
cumstances sink deep into the souls of those 
who have escaped them; let us view the 
storm at a distance, and bless the pilot who 
saved us from it ; let those who have enjoy- 
ed, who have becn blest with the life of their 
parents, be truly thankful for the benefit, and 
by repaying, shew that they deserve it.- But 
there is also another inducement to the prac- 
tice of this virtue, which may possibly. have 
some influence upon us, and that is, the: hepe 
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of ourselves receiving the benefit of it. We 
must pay that duty as children, which as pa- 
rents we may hereafter expect to be paid 
to us. 

‘ By the same that a man sinneth, (says the 
_— by the same also shall he be pun- 
ished :’ the undutiful child will most proba- 
bly be an unhappy father, the poisoned cup 
hall return to his own lips, he shall meet with 
that disobedience from his children which he 
had himself been guilty of, and shall want that 
duty and respect which he refused to pay. 

The last incitement to the practice of this 
duty which I shall now mention, is, that most 
persuasive one subjoined in the text: ‘ Ho- 
nour thy father and mother, that it may be 
well with thee, and thou mayest live long on 
the earth.’ 

It is observable, that the command to /o- 
nour our parents is, as St. Paul remarked, ‘ the 
first commandment with promise :’? Thus doth 
religion, which in the language of holy writ, 
is always styled wisdom, provide for those 
who ‘ walkin her ways ;_ length of days is in 
her right hand, and in her left riches and ho- 
nours.? ‘ Honour thy father, and thy mother, 
that thou mayest live long on the earth :’ 
that is, if by an obedient and dutiful *beha- 
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viour to thy parents, thou dost prolong their 
life, and contribute to their health and happi- 
ness, thou shalt thyself be rewarded with the 
game blessings. God, we see, doth so pecu- 
liarly delight in the execution of this duty, 
that he hath promised even to suspend, for a 
time, the laws of nature m favour of those 
who comply with it ; as if the Divine Being 
were himself unwilling to interrupt us in the 
performance of an office so grateful to him, 
If, then, we expect to live a long and hap- 
py hie, let us be careful, as many of us are 
able, to deserve it. Notall, indeed, have it in 
their power. Death sometimes cancels the 
debt, before those who have contracted can 
possibly discharge it; in the first dawn of 
life, ur that part of our existence when we first 
receive the benefit, we are not sufficiently sen- 
sible of it ; and when we become so, it fre- 
quently happens, that it is too late to shew our 
acknowledgments of it. As soon as men, 
therefore, arrive at an age when they can tho- 
roughly feel the good effects of their parents” 
care ; and can reflect, as they ought, on all 
their past acts of goodness.and tenderness to- 
wards them, then, and then alone, they have 
it in their power to make some return for it. 
It is their duty, then, to lay hold on the glo- 
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rious opportunity. Few parents live long 
enough to receive from their children that ra- 
tional and sincere obedience which they have 
merited from them. They sow early and 


reap late; and therefore, doubtiess, more 
abundant should be the harvest. 


To conclude, therefore, with a short cha- 
racter of A GooD son. 

The good and dutiful Son, then, is one 
who honoureth his parents, by paying them 
the utmost deference and respect ; by a reve- 
rential awe and veneration for them ; a filial af- 
fection for their persons, and a tender regard 
for their safety and preservation ; a constant 
and cheerful attendance to their advice, and a 
ready and implicit obedience to their com- 
mands. As he becometh every day more 
sensible of his obligations to them, he grows 
every day more willing and more solicitous 
to repay them. He employs his youth to 
support their age ; his abundance to relieve 
their wants; his knowledge and strength, to 
supply their infirmities and decay. He is 
more careful of his character and reputation 
in the world, because theirs depends upon it. 
Ever anxious of their welfare, and attentive 
to their happiness, he endeavours, by every 
method in his power, to prolong their days, 
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that his ‘ own may be long in the land.2- He 
rests assured, that God will not only bless 
obedient children here, but will reward them 
with the blessing of heaven, where it shall be 
well with him for ever ; where we shall all 
join, son and father, daughter and mother, 
wife and husband, servant and master ; all the 
relations and connexions of this life, to honour 
one great Parent, Protector, Lord, and Mas- 
ter of us all. 


HYMN. 


APPROACH, ye piously dispos’d, 
And my instruction hear ; 
I’ll teach you the true discipline 

Of God’s religious fear. 


Me? 


Let children who would fear the Lord, 
Hear what their teachers say ; 


With rev’rence meet their parents’ word, 
And with delight obey. 


Have you not heard what dreadful plagues 
Are threaten’d by the Lord, 
e To him, who breaks his father’s law, 


y | Or mocks his mother’s word ? 
K2 
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What heavy puilt upon him Ties ! 
How cursed is his name ! 

The ravens shall pick out his eyes, 
And eagles eat the same. 


But those, who worship God, and give 
Their parents honour due, 

Here on this earth they leng shall live, 
And live hereafter too. 


me EI 


PRAYER. 


O wy father, who art in heaven! Thou 
art my God, and I will praise thee ; thou art 
my father’s God, and I will exalt thy name. 
Every day will I bless thee, because thou art 
the guide of my youth: I will acknowledge 
thee in all my ways, that thou mayest direct 
my paths for me. Imprint, I beseech thee, 
thy fear in my heart ; and under the influence 
of this heavenly principle, may I rightly per- 
form the duties, which I owe te thee and 
mankind. Especially may I obey the com- 
mand which thou hast given me to honour 
my father and my mother. Help me to con- 
sider, that this holy precept is everlastingly 
right and fit, and that it is founded in the na- 
ture and constitution of things. May I see 
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that tny parents hold the power, which thou 
hast given them over me, by the consent of all 
mankind ; and wilt thou convince me of the 
folly, as well as impiety, of attempting to re- 
sist their rightful authority. From inclina- 
tion, as well as duty, may I hearken to the in- 
struction of my father, and forsake not the law 
of my mother. Under the full convietion 
that they are ever consulting my good, may 
every act of obedience to them be easy and 
pleasant. Not from constraint, but with a 
ready mind, may I reverence their persons and 
their characters. Dispose me to pay a sober 
and diligent regard to their counsels in religion 
and morals, and in all the important concerns 
of my life. And may I find the reward of my 
obedience in the satisfactions of my own 
mind, in the hope of thine approbation, and in 
the extended life and usefulness of my parents. 
May it please thee to prolong to themselves 
and to me their valuable lives. May they live 
toa good old age ; and may I be so happy 
as to contribute, by my. filial tenderness and 
assiduities, to render their last days comforta- 
ble: may they be gathered to the sepulchres 
of their fathers in peace, and have a part in the 
resurrection of the just. I address myself to 
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thee, O holy and eternal God, of whom the 
whole family in heaven and earth is named, 
beseeching thee to hear my requests, to for- 
give my sins, to enlighten my understanding, 
and to sanctify and save my soul, through 
Jesus Christ my Lord. Amen. 






















DISCOURSE VIE. 


RR Oe 


@N THE DUTIES OF CHILDREN TO EACH OTHER: 


; Ee 


Gen, xlv. 24. 


See that ye fall not out by the way. 


IT has been remarked by acute observers 
of human nature, that discourses, addressed to 
particular classes of persons, have made a 
deeper impression, and produced a_ happier ef- 
fect, than subjects of a general sort. Believ- 
ing the truth of this observation, | have alrea- 
dy exercised your minds on the duties of aged 
men and aged women ; on the duties of hus- 
bands to wives, and of wives to husbands ; 
and on those of parents to: children, and of 
children to parents. If it shail be thought, 
that to iliustrate and enforce these relative du 
ties, naturally leads to a closer strain of insruc- 
tion, than is pleasant or desirabie, let it be re- 
membered, that profit, not amusement, is. the 
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object of religious counsels. Let it be con- 
sidered that, after using all the means which 
the spirit of God has dictated, and every art 
which honest ingenuity can suggest, the du- 
ties of man to man, and of man to his Maker, 
will be imperfectly understood, and still more 
imperfectly practised. Let us, therefore, with 
candour and docilityseek the knowledge of 
our duty in the several stations, in which 
Providence hath placed us ; and be solicitous 
that these stations should be filled with com- 
fort to ourselves, to the honour of our connex- 
ions, and the approbation of God. 

At present I charge myself with the task 

ef recommending the benefits of domestick 
peace ; and the reciprocal duties of brothers 
and sisters. 
. » For this purpose I have chosen as a text 
the advice of Joseph to his brothers, when 
about toreturn to their father from their jour- 
ney to Kgypt. See that ye fall not out by 
the way. But I will give you a sketch of the 
history with which the words are connected. 

You know, my young readers, that the 
brethren of Joseph had formerly hated and un- 
kindly used him, and sold him into Egypt. 
But Joseph: harboured in his bosom no senti- 
Ment of enmity or revenge. If the fond par- 
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tiality of an aged parent was suited to cherish 
a degree of youthful vanity, it had no mixture 
ef malice. His heart and countenance were 
epen as day, and his breast was full of pious _ 
and benevolent feelings. He carried with him 
into slavery the excellent principles of his edu- 
cation. He preserved his innocence amidst 
the strongest temptations. He was faithful to 
his master, diligent in his business, prompt 
and, persevering in whatever he undertook, 
and by the sweetness of his temper and the af- 
fability of his manners secured the esteem and 
confidence of all who knew him. Such vir- 
tue was a spectacle of delight to angels, and 
even God himself, who notices and rewards 
the goodness of his human offspring. Under 
the conduct of Providence, the young Hebrew 
prisoner became, next to the king, the most 
powerful man in the land of Egypt. 

Whilst Joseph was thus in authority, the 
famine which he had previously foretold, actu- 
ally happened. It extended to the land of 
Canaan, where Jacob and his sons still lived ; 
and they were suffering fer want of bread. 
But Joseph had been so wise in the time of 
plenty as to provide for this season of dearth. 
His father heard of the abundance in Egypt, 
and thither sent all his sons, except the young- 
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_estito buy corn for their families. Joseph in- 
stantly knew his brethren, though they had no 
recollection of him. He at first imprisoned 
them for their punishment, and afterwards re- 
leased them. ©He detained Simeon as the 
means of bringing them to see him again with 
Benjamin his brother. And after very justly 
testing-their patience and honesty, he acknow- 
ledged himself to be their brother, whom they 
had jong since sold and abandoned. They 
were surprised and afraid at this unexpected 
discovery. ~ Joseph, however, forgave them 
their crime, embraced and blessed them, load- 
éd them with provisions and presents for good 
old Jacob, and sent them away with this valua- 
ble advice, See that ye fall not out by the way. 
He is hence to be understood as cautioning 
them against indulging to contentions among 
themselves, as had sometimes been the case, 
and as now might happen. Each might up- 
braid the other with promoting the calamities 
of Joseph, and thus of being instrumental of 
evils; which Joseph might afterward inflict. 
He would have them lay aside these unpleasant 
surmises, and travel home together in unity 

_» find this unity and peace, my young 
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friends, is what I would now cavieasianee to 
you by five considerations. 

Consider, in the first place, that you are 
brethren. This is a powerful argument. a- 
gainst strife, and in favour of mutual forbear- 
ance. You are brethren, because you are a- 
like the offspring of God. You have all one 
father even God. In this sense, indeed, you 
are brethren and sisters to the whole family of 
mankind : and this fact shouldbe a motive 
with you to cultivate.a general -good-will. 
How much better :is it to consider ourselves 
as members, than as aliens, ef the humana 
race! How much happier to feel ourselves in 
a world. of friends, than in aavorld of enemies»! 
if then the consideration of your having sprung 
from the same heavenly origin, and your par- 
taking of the same nature should lead you to 
habits of universal philanthropy, -how much 
stronger is the reason for your living in amity 
with those, who are your brethren in the strict- 
est.sense ! You have not only ‘the same father 
in‘heaven, but you have the same. parents..on 
earth. ‘You have the same kindred and con. 
nexions. You are fed atthe same table ; are 
lodged beneath the same-roof ; and-clothed by 
thesame hands. Yourmeans of education .and 
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religionare the same. Related to each other by 


so many teader ties, you have every sort of in. 
ducement to dwell peaceably together. A 
motive to brotherly love was once finely urged 
by Abram towards Lot, when a quarrel was 
about to arise concerning their respective in- 
terests. ‘ And Abram said unto Lot, Let 
there be no strife, I pray thee, between me 
and thee, and between thy herdsmen and my 
herdsmen, for we be brethren. Is not the 
whole land before thee ? Separate thou thy- 
self, I pray thee, from me: if thou wilt take 
the left hand, then I will go to the right ;_ or if 
thou depart to the right hand, then I will go 
to the left.”, An amiable example this of con- 
descension and kindness! ‘ Behold, how 
good and pleasant it is for brethren to dwell 
together in unity ! 

But it is not only amiable and pleasant ; 
it is also very important that brethren should 
dwell together in unity. If our partners~ in 
business abuse our kindness, we can perhaps 
find a recompense in forming new connexions. 
If our companions in the walks of learning: or 
amusement prove false, dissocial, and oppres- 
sive, we can easily abandon their company, 
and take a different path. But the bonds of 
nature are not for trivial reasons to be burst 
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asunder. ‘The wounds which are given to 
domestick peace are not to be contemned nor 
neglected : they must be soothed by the 
voice of reconciliation ; and healed by offices 
of tenderness and love. 

Secondly. You ought to live harmoni- 
ously together, because you belong to the fam- 
ily of Jesus Christ. You were’ baptized into 
his name. You are instructed in the princi- 
ples of his religion. In his name you are 
taught to call on the universal father. Now 
the gospel of Jesus is a system of benevolence. 
Our blessed redeemer came to bring peace 
upon earth, and good will among men. He 
was himself an example of filial respect and 
fraternal affection. All the kind, pacifick, and 
beneficent dispositions warmed his heart, and 
shone in his actions. He condemned by his 
words and conduct a quarrelsome and conten- 
tious temper, saying ‘ Every kingdom divi- 
ded against itself is brought to desolation ; and 
every city or house divided against: itself shall 
not stand.’ On the contrary he cherished a 
quiet spirit in whomever it appeared, and pro- 
nounced the best of his benedictions on the 
lovers and promoters of peace. . ‘ Have peace,’ 
said he, ‘ one with another. A new com- 
mandment give I unto you, that ye love one 


















124 


another,. as I have loved you, that.ye love one 
another,’ | 

Now Jesus Christ by his coming into the 
world, by his lessons of benevolence, by his 
works of mercy, and by his sufferings and 
death, has given the strongest testimony of his 
love for you. In like manner testify your love 
for one another by acts of gentleness and be- 
neficence. Exert your powers, as the saviour 
exercised his, not for your own advantage 
merely, but for that of those to whom you ar» 
allied. It is thus you are to imbibe the spirit 
of Christ. It is thus that yow are to bear his 
yoke, and to carry hiscross. Whilst therefore 
you are imoffensive, generous, and useful in 
your deportment to all whom you meet, be 
particularly careful to live in love with those, 
to whom God has united you by the bands of 
nature. There is nothing narrow in this 
christian advice. As you must first learn to 
show obedience at home, so at home must you 
first learn to exercise and expand your social 
affections. 

Thirdly. You must mutually forgive 
each other offences, because you hope God 
will forgive your trespasses against him. In 
_ families, as well as in the world, offences will 
come. But they commonly go, as soon as 








they come, where a spirit of forgiveness i is 
duly cultivated. “It is the want of this spirit 
which perpetuates domestick quarrels. We 
often offend a brother through haste or’ im- 
prudence, and often unintentionally injure his 
feelings. But where the temper of brotherly 
love predominates, these offences will be for- 
given, and these injuries forgotten. Consider 
how often we offend against the God of benev- 
olence. How frequently have we broken his 
commands ; how frequently omitted the duties. 
which he has enjoined ! How dreadful would: 
be our condition, if the God, whom we wor- 
ship, was an inexorable judge! But let it be 
considered that he has made our forgiveness of 
each other the condition of his forgiveness of 
us. Hearken to the words of our sacred. 
master. ‘ For if ye forgive men their tres- 
passes, your heavenly father will also forgive 
you ; but if ye forgive not men their trespas- 
ses, neither will your father in heaven forgive 
your trespasses.? If this argument has any 
force in mitigating the fury of resentment and 
the ferocity of contention among men of the 
world, ithas tenfold weight in softenmg the 
anger excited among the members of ‘the 
same household. Endeavour, therefore, my 


beloved young friends, to observe the infirmi- 
L2 ~ 
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ties and failings of one another without dislike, 
at least. without harbouring a spirit of petu- 
lance and rancour. If youreprove the offence, 
still pardon and love the offender. So shall 
you be called the children of the Highest, who 
‘ beareth long with the sins of men that they 
should amend ; who hateth nothing that he 
has made, but loveth and cherisheth it.’ 
Fourthly. Cherish a spirit of domestick 
harmony as the means of securing the esteem 
of your parents and friends. ‘The fifth com- 
mandment is eminently a commandment of 
promise. ‘There is no duty in the scriptures 
so plainly enjoined as that of honour, obedi- 
ence, and gratitude from children to parents. 
There is none which has so firm a foundation 
in the nature and fitness of things. It is they 
who by the providence of God brought you 
into the world, and who watched with tender- 
ness your helpless years. In sickness they 
fiirsed you, and in health they provided for 
your nourishment and comfort. They are 
still anxiously caring for your bodily and men- 
tal improvement, and your future prosperity is 
among the dearest wishes of their hearts. 
‘The father,’ says the wise man, ‘ waketh for 
the daughter when no man knoweth, and the 
care for her taketh away sleep.’ Do not such 
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parental anxieties demand a-rcturn, of grateful 
acknowledgment, and filial recompense ? In 
what way can you. make them happier, than 
by cultivating among yourselves the benevo-. 
lent affections, and an inviolable friendship ? 
How can you more, effectually honour the 
commands of your parents, and the commands 
of heaven, than by dwelling together as chil- 
dren of the God of love? It is then you 
gladden their hearts, when yours are the abodes 
of peace. It is then that they taste the value 
of domestick bliss. It is then they offer up: 
their thankful oraisons to the God of all the 
families of the earth, that-he has made: them 
the joyful parents. of amiable children. Yes, 
children, it is not the crowded and brilhant 
circle, it is not the pomp and diversions of 
hfe that swell your parents’ bosoms with the 
purest pleasure ; but then do they account 
themscives most truly blessed, when they be- 
hold you increasing in goodness as yOu in- 
crease in stature, and when, in addition to the 
strength and proportion of your persons, you 
exhibit the promise of benevolence, talents, 
and usefulness. 

Lastly. See that ye fall not out by the 
way, because you will need each others coun# 


sel. and. assistance on the. road... Josephigave 
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the advice’in the text to his brothers, whea 
going their journey from Egypt to Canaan. 
The same advice I offer to you, who are going 
a journey from the E.gypt of this world to the 
Canaan above. You have all been travelling 
out of the world ever since you have been 
travelling in it. YQu ought to be journeying 
to a world, which is infinitely better. The 
way to heaven lies through the earth. And 
the way through this world, the way you 
have begun to travel, is crooked, dark, and 
dangerous. It is a way, in which you will 
oit be puzzled with mazes, and perplexed 
with errours. Your understandings will 
sometimes search in vain for the right path, 
and when you have found it, your tardy, shig- 
gish feet will be unwilling to maintain the 
pursuit. It isa way in which you will meet 
difficulties and enemies, and in which you will 
sometimes be lost and know not where .and 
how £6 turn yourselves. In this way, so full 
of uncertainty and perils, -you will want-the 
supports.and friendship of of those, whom na- 
ture and habit have bound most closely to 
your hearts. Especially will you feel this al 
_ want, if God should deprive you of either or y 

both of your parents before you have reached . 2% 
the meridian of life. Whether your occupa- Ge 
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tions are similaror unlike, let your hearts be 
one im affection and designs to please. O86 * 
what nature soever are your amusements, let 
innocence, good humour, and agreement be al- 
ways of the party. Therefore let it not be your 
fault, if any of your foes shall be those of your 
ewn household. ‘Whilst you dwell together, 
dwell in peace, that the God of peace may ce- 
ment and prolong the union. Be acquainted 
with the happiness of brotherly love, not by 
description merely, but by experience. 
Whether your father’s house be the seat of 
wealth and splendour, or an humble tenement, 
let it always be the abode of unity and. leve. 
Every state brings along with it its cares as 
well-as pleasures. Nothing will flourish with- 
out labour and cultivation. If we would eat 
the fruit of our orchards, and have our 
gardens blooming and fragrant, we must dress 
and keep them with care and diligence..So 
if you would reap the fruits, you must sow 
the seeds of domestick felicity. Re- 
member that domestick friendship, any more 
than affliction, does not spring from the ground, 
and that if you would know the satisfactions, 
you must fulfil the duties of brotherly kindnéss. 
With these affectionate counsels I end my dis- 
Gourse, And may the God and father of our 
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Lord Jesus Christ, the author of concord, in- 
@line your hearts to walk in love, and and di- 
rect your steps in the way of peace. © 


ceeermemaintsio 


HYMN. 


Ff brawls disturb the street, 

There should be peace at home ; 
Where sisters dwell and brothers meét, 

Quarrels should never come. 


The wise their anger cool, 

At least before “tis night ; 
But in the bosom of a fool 

It burns till morning light. 


Blest are the sons of peace, 

Whose hearts and hopes are one ; 
Whose kind designs to serve and please, 

Through all their actions run ! 


WBlest is the pious house, 
Where zeal and friendship meet ; 
Their songs of praise, their mingled vows 
Make their communion sweet. _ 


Thus on the heavenly hills 

The saints are blest above ; 
Where peace like morning dew distils, 
And all the air is love. 



















: Epes. 


PRAYER, 


O ruov, who hast made mea mortal and an 
immortal being! I thank thee, that thou hast 
called me into life, and hast surrounded me 
with so many blessings. Praised be thy name 
for having caused me to be born im a christian 
land, and of christian parents, who dedicated me 
to thee in infancy, and have since instructed 
me in christian principles. I thank thee that 
I do not find myself alone and -friendless in the 
world. I gratefully acknowledge thy good- 
ness in blessing me with various friends and 
relatives, who have often counselled and: assist- 
ed me, and are still desirous of promoting my 
welfare. Especially do I thank thee, O my 
heavenly father, for having favoured me with 
[brothers] [and] [sisters], to whom I am 
nearly and tenderly allied both by nature and 
friendship. Give me grace, I entreat thee, to 
love them with a warm and steady affection. 
May we know by happy experience how good 
and pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together 
in unity. Incline uso provoke one another 
to love and good works. May no root of bit- 
ferness, springing up, trouble us; but may 
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an interchange of beneficent acts make a part 
of our daily business. Enable me to con- 
tribute largely to this mutual forbearance and 
brotherly love. Suffer me in no instance 
needlessly. to grieve, or wilfully to offend those 
whom thou-hast thus closely united with me. 
Withhold me from sullen reserve, from mo- 
roseness of temper, and hardness of heart. 
Rid me of cold_and selfish feelings, and in- 
Spire me with a generous sympathy. May 
Z weep with them in their misfortunes, 
help them in their difficulties, and rejoice in 
their prosperity. Walt thou keep my heart 
and my tengue, O thou preserver of men, 
from evil designs and improper language. 
Write the law of charity on my soul in-new 
and everlasting lines. And having been a de- 
yout worshipper of ‘thee, a faithful servant of 
Christ, anda lover of my brethren, and of all 
mankind, wilt. thou at last receive me‘to the 
tholy and happy society above, even to the ge- 
meral ;assembly' of the spirits of just men 
made perfect. Isask it inthe name of Jesus 
‘Christ my Lord, to whom be glory forever. 


DISCOURSE VIH. 


ae 


ON THE DUTIES OF SUPERIOURS. 


EE ee 


CoLossiAns iy. f. 


Masters, give unto your servanis that. which is just 
and equal; knowing that ye also have.a master in 
heaven, r 


‘ IF ,’,says St. James, ‘ ye have respect, of 


persons, ye commit sin;’ and, surely, nothing 
can be more inconsistent, withthe , office of,a 


minisier, and. with, the spwit of ,the gospel 
which he preaches, than apartiality to. the per- 
sons.and, stations, of men... For. ag, he serves 
that God, ‘ who, without,respect.of _ persons, 
judgeth. every man’s work,’ .so,.,.watho 
gard of rank or station, he. should teach every 
“man his duty, ‘ without preferring, one beige 
another, doing nothing, with partiality.’ 

Happy, would. it be for. the, world, if, il 


to whom God, in his Providence, sive. nu 
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er and..authority over other men, would re- 
member from whom these privileges came... 
for what purpose they were given...what ac- 
count must. be rendered of them ; and, above 
all, if they would endeavour, in the exercise 
and. application of them, to imitate the exam- 
ple of the Giver ! ) 
Some masters conceal the heaviest and 
most mortifying parts of the, work they ex- 
pect, and amuse the servants they would en- 
gage, with fair and general promises which 
they never mean to fulfil, with exaggerated ac- 
counts of their perquisites, and flattering pic- 
tures of the condition in which they are to 
live ; a piece of ill-timed policy, at once cruel, 
‘whjust, and unwise. Unjust, because in this, 
as wellas in every other’contract, we should 
‘deal with sincerity and candour, not imposing 
‘upon the ignorance, nor taking advantage of 
\the simplicity and: credulity of the persons 
-with whom we have to do, byt fairly inform- 
‘mg them of what service we mean to exact, 
‘expressly and. candidiy determining the re- 
ward we are wiiling to allow, and repeating 
tHe terms of the contract with all possible pre- 
‘gision, until we find that they understand us, 
‘and are satisfied, or decline acceptance of the 
conditions. Dissimulation, in cases of this 
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nature, must be very criminal ;. because; % 
many things, the servant must confide in the 
veracity of the master, and judge of his in- 
tended state and condition by his report. It 
is.also unwise, with respect toa man’s own 
interest : for when the servant discoyers the 
imposition, he has no, more that attachment to 
his interest, that heart to do his work, and af- 
fection to your person and. family, that are ne- 
eessaty to make him diligent, careful, and 
honest : his duty becomes a burden, he looks 
upon his master as. a cheat, and either thinks 
of nothing, but wearing out his time with a 
heartless eye-service, or is tempted to believe 
that he has a right to indemnify himself by pil- 
fering and dishonesty. Therefore it is the 
interest, as well as the duty, of masters, to be 
ingeruous, when they speak of the nature of 
‘the work they require, and definite in the 
terms they propose, promising nothing bit 
what they design to perform. ‘And as there 
-is nothing that can less admit of disputes than 
money, it might, perhaps, in general, be pru- 
dent, both for the master and servant, » to spe- 

cify a certain sum in full of wages, perquisites, 
and, in fine, of every thing théservant has ‘to 
expect ; this would prevent all discontent and 








156 


tapaciousness, and preclude every cause of 
complaint. 

And further, as you should be explicit and 
candid in the terms of the contract, so you 
should conseientiously perform them, and hon- 
estly pay the promised wages. Some become 
servants, in order to learn some business or 
trade; here itis the duty of the master dili- 
gently and fully to instruct the servant in all 
that pertains to the business proposed ;' assist- 
ing him with his best advice, directing him 
by the experience that himself has gained ;_re- 
serving no secret that is necessary or useful to 
‘that occupation ; and, in a word, doing every 
thing in his power to send. him out into the 
world, well qualified to earn his bread by his 
‘business, and to be useful to society. Negli- 
gence, in this respect, is extremely base and 
criminal; because it isan. injury and injus- 
‘tice, whose fatal effects the sufferer may teel 
through life; which may expose him to many 
mortifications and much loss, and may keep 
hin in poverty and. distress to the end of his 
days. .. If, therefore, you would act with the 
humanity of men, with the integrity and hon- 
our of good@members of society, or with the 
justice and charity of christians, let nothing 
- hinder you from instructing your servants in 
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every thing which pertains to the business; - 
which ye have undertaken to teach them. 
When they serve you for wages, remiem-* 
ber that their hire is the price of things that® 
aré very precious to them; I mean their time, 
their liberty, their strength, and their health ;" 
and, consequently, to defraud then of it)” 
must be the blackest iniquity, and cannot fail 
to awaken the vengeance of the just Judge of” 
alf the earth. For, excepting the poor and 
miserable, there is no class of men, which God’ 
hath so peculiarly taken under his immediate: 
protection, or declared so frequently ‘and pe: ’ 
remptorily, that he will see justice ‘done to 
them, as hired servants: ‘I will-be a swift" 
witness,’ says he, ‘ against those who oppress ° 
the hireling in his wages. Behold,’ says St.’ 
James, ‘ the hire of the labourers, that is kept’ 
back of you by fraud, crieth, and thecries of 
them which have laboured, have entered into’ 
the ears of the Lord of Sabaoth.”” And the’ 


commandment, ‘thou shalt not oppress an 


hired servant,’ is as plain and peremptory as, ’ 
‘thou shalt not steal;? ‘consequently, ~ all. 
schemes to defraud them of their Bromised re- 







ward, however plausible they may appear, and © 
however well they may succeed “by superiour’ 
no. 4. Nw 
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interest upon earth, are highly criminal in the 
sight of God, will lie heavy upon your con- 
sciences in your last moments, and rise up 
against you in judgment. 
_ As it is highly iniquitous to defraud them 
of their promised reward, so it is unjust and 
cruel to detain it from them, for any long time 
after it is earned ; for they rarely have any 
other resources to supply their wants; in such 
aselfish and diffident world, they must pay 
dear for what they cannot pay immediately, 
and, sometimes, the comfortable subsistence 
of a numerous and helpless family depends 
upon your punctually answering the just de- 
mand. ‘ At his day,’ says the Almighty, 
‘ thou shalt give him his hire, neither shall the 
sun_go down upon it, for he is poor, and set- 
teth his heart upon it, lest he cry against the 
Lord, and it be a sin unto thee.’ ‘ Defraud 
not the poor of his living,’ saith the wise son 
of Sirach, ‘ and make not the needy eyes to 
wait long.’ In truth, you can have no creditor 
who has a juster title to his money, none that 
deserves the pr ce toa diligent and honest 
servant, and few that, for the most part, are 
- less able to bear with delays in payment. 
Further, it is the duty of masters, to use 
their servants with kindness and humanity. 
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This they havea title’ to'as men, and’a right to 
expect as christians;* and indeed, it is no more 
than a reasonable return; to those who are 
spending their time, ‘and exhausting their 
strength in your service. Your commands 
capt to be reasonable, delivered with mild- 
ness, and proportioned to their strength. For 
when your commands are unreasonable, and 
beyond their power to perform, obedience is 
without heart, negligence without shame, and 
reproof without effect ; and because you re- 
‘quire more than they are able to perform, they 
are apt to do less than they ‘otherwise might 
‘do. Indeed, nothing is more discouraging to 
a diligent and faithful servant, than to find all 
that he can do will not satisfy his master; the 
despair of pleasing abates his endeavours, at 
length he becomes indifferent, whether he be 
approved of or not. And as your commands 
must be reasonable, so your reproofs should 
be well timed, void of passion, and given with 
acertain aif of concern for the servant’s hap- 
piness, as well as your own interest. He who 
is always carping with his servants, hardens 
them against reproof, and makes himself un- 
happy and contemptible ; the frequency of his 
reproofs destroys their effect ;_ they soon come 
to be considered as things of cours¢, are heard 
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with disregard, forgotten as soon as heard, or 
Jaughed at when he is gone. 

Some masters seem to think that nothing 
ean be done without a mighty bustle and noise ; 
that there is something great in flashes of an- 
ger, and something striking in vollies of oaths. 
Some there may be so weak as to imagine, 
that they command respect, and support their 
authority, when they make the house ring 
about them, see their servants shun their pre- 
sence, and put all around them into hurry and 
confusion ; but the respect they procure, is 
much of the same kind with that we shew to a 
mad man, or a brute in his fury ; I meap, we 
humour the one, and keep out of the way of 
the other, And, as these hurricanes of pas- 
sion betray a weakness of mind, that must 
lets Gees in the esteem of their servants, so 
they proportionably ‘diminish their authority ; 
they are first feared, then despised, and at last 
ridiculed and insulted. 

_. ‘Whereas the man who never reproves 
without cause, and then delivers his mind with 
calmness, gravity, and resolution; whose 
words are few, sedate, and significant, and 
garry in them something of the kindness of 
_ the friend, as well as the authority of the mas- 
fer, seldorg fails to rivet his reproofs. deep in 











the heart, commonly. produces amendment, 
gains esteem, and commands obedience. ‘The 
-affections of servants may be won sometimes 
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by. little condescension, sometimes by oblig- 


ing expressions, and almost always.by shew- 
ing a just regard to their interest and happi- 
ness ; such as giving them friendly advice in 


difhculties, treating them with care and ten- 
derness in the time of sickness, and gener- 


- usly sympathizing with them in their several 


afflictions. 
These are things. that wall not cost the 
master much, yet they will. procure for him 


- the pleasing reflection, that he does to others, 


as he would wish to be done to himself; 


‘they will obtain the approbation of his Master 


who is in heaven, and raise in the. breasts of 
his servants an attachment to his interest, an — 
affection to his person, a submission to his 
will, and diligence and fidelity in his. service, 
more generous in their nature, and more sin- 
cere and constant, than the greatest exertion 


. of his authority will ever obtain. And when 


a servant loves and .esteems his master, there — 
are few that will go greater lengths for their 
friends, than the servant will do for him ; few 
whose friendship will be more active, lasting, 
and sincere. _ Several instances might be pro- 
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duced, where a servant has done more, and 
* stuck closer than a brother,’ and adhered to 
his master in spite of danger, and against his 
own interest, when the frowns of adversity » 
made his other friends fali off. ‘Though you 
should never need their friendship, yet there 
is a certain pleasure in possessing their affec- 
tion; and no man can tell what changes of 
fortune may lie between him and the grave, 
‘and whose assistance he may need before he 
leaves the world. 

~ But besides the duties I have already men- 
‘tioned, if you would act with the humility and 
and charity of christians, or the sound policy 
‘of prudent masters, you must avoid all con- 
temptuous and slighting expressions to your 
‘servants, for they can never answer any good 
end; they cut to the quick, sink deep into 
the memory, and raise a resentment that is 
keen and long-lived; they are too severe trials 
for the patience of your servants, and bid very 
fair to make them lose, at once, all sense of 
duty, all considerations of interest, and all re- 
gard to your authority, and prompt them to 
treat you in your own way, and answer with 
a freedom and insolence, that, however justly 
you may deserve, you will not easily digest ; 
and though they should prudently restrain 
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their tongues for the present, yet they. will 
hardly forgive, and never forget, the affront. 
It may chance to meet you where you least 
expect it, and will effectually lessen their af- 
fection to your person, their concern for your 
interest, and their diligence and fidelity in 
your business. 

Besides, it is cruel to make them feel their 
dependent condition so severely ; itis un- 
manly to insult your inferiours, uncharitable 
to treat men with contempt, who are made in 
the same divine image, serve the same Lord 
Jesus Christ, and are heirs of the same prom- 
ises with yourselves ; and it is foolish and un- 
natural to despise members of the same. po- 
litical body, as necessary, and as useful in their 
stations, as those of the highest rank ; for ‘ the 
head cannot say to the foot, I have no need of 
thee ;’ the master can no more be happy with- 
out the servant’s labour, than the servant sub- 
sist without the master’s wages; they are 
mutually dependent, and consequently the ser- 
vant should not envy the master’s superiority, 
nor the master insult the servant’s meaner con- 
dition, but both study to please God, and pro- 
mote one another’s happiness. ‘ Whereas,’ 
says the son of Sirach, ‘ thy servant worketh 
truly, entreat him not evil, nor the hireling 
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that bestoweth himself for thee; let dey soul 
Jove a good servant, and defraud him. not. of 
his wages.’ 

Neither is it prudent to encourage servants 
to entertain you. with the slanderous tales of 
the neighbourhood, and. the private concerns 
of the families around you. For. by this, you 
will train them up to lying and slander, and will 
be partakers of their guilt ; tale-bearing will 
grow into a habit upon them, and in the end 
be exercisc against yourselves. If you hear 
their ili-natured tales, they will raise unworthy 
and uncharitabie suspicions in your minds ; 
if you believe them, they will lead you into 
rash judgment, and unjust actions; if you 
relate them, they will involve you in trouble 
and contention with your neighbours ; and 
make you forfeit the favour of your God, . by 
disobeying his solemn commandment, ‘ Thou 
shalt not bear false witness against thy neigh- 
bour.’ I know not how a master can appear 
in a more contemptible light, than when he is 
listening to the slanders his servant has collect- 
ed in the neighbourhood, or invented to gratify 
his malicious curjosity. He betrays sucha 
meaniiéss in the. method of obtaining his in- 
formation,*such’a malice of heart in delighting 
to hear, and such a pernicious disposition, if 
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he intend to propagate the ill-natured reports, 
and, let me add too, such a want of prudence, 
in encouraging a trade that is carried on at his 
own expense ;—for servants generally pur- 
chase the secrets of their neighbour’s families 
with the exchange of those of their own ;— 
that he seems to be at once void of sense, 
honour, and conscience, and as little acquaint-. 
ed with the duties of the social virtues, as he 
is with the obligations of christian charity. In 
a word, such a foolish conduct is unjust to 
your neighbours, cruel to’ your servants, and 
will prove pernicious to yourselves in this 
world, and that which is to come. 

Lastly. It is, above all, ‘the duty of mas- 
ters to instruct their servants in the principles, _ 
and exhort them to the practice of the precepts, 
of the gospel. Every man, surely, ought to 
have the supreme authority in his family, of 
fer its sacrifices of praise and prayer, and in- 
struct its membce*s in the knowledge and will 
of God. For how can we more effectually 
promote God’s glory, than by inspiring all 
those upon whom we have any influence, with 
the knowledge of’ his attributes, with a rever- 
ence of his laws, and a sense of his authority 
_ and holiness; than by improving the under. 
No. 4, 0 











158 


standings, renewing the minds, and reforming 
the lives, of our dependents, and teaching all 
who are under our inspection and authority, 
*to deny, all ungodliness and worldly lusts, 
and to live soberly and righteously in this pre- 
sent world ?? If we believe with the apostle, 
that ‘ God will have all men to be saved, and 
to come to the.knowledge of the truth,’ we 
‘must also conclude, that we are co-operating 
with his will, when we are endeavouring to 
increase the religious knowledge, and to pro- 
mote the salvation, of those around us. And 
that this is acceptable to him, we are very cer- 
tain, because he has declared, that ‘they who 
turn many to righteousness, shall shine as the 
stars for ever and ever,’ and commended Abra- 
ham for his attention to the duty before us— 
‘T know him, that he will command his chil- 
dren, and his household after him, that they 
shall keep the way of the Lord to do justice 
and judgment.’ If, therefore, you would be 
grateful to God for raising you to the rank of 
masters, if you have any zeal to promote his 
glory and honour, or any desire to receive his 
. approbation in the day of judgment, you will 
endeavour to improve the religious knowledge 
and moral:conduct of those, whom the provi. 
dence of heaven shall commit to your care. 
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dota by HEEL ws 
vis sitiens; eA», 


OF, justice and of grace I sing, 
And pay to God my vows ; 

Thy grace and justice, heavenly King, 
Teach me to rule my house. 


Now to my tent, O-.God, repair, 
And make thy. servant wise; . 

I’ll suffer nothing near me there, 
That shall offend thine eyes. 


The pure, the faithful, and the just, 
My favour shall enjoy ; ! 
These are the friends that I will trust, - 
The servants Pll employ. 


The wretch that deals in sly deceit, 
I'll not endure a night; - 
The lar’s tongue I ver hate, 


; dese ted 


And banish from my sight. 
I'll purge my family around, 
And make the wicked flee ; 
So shall my house be ever found 
A dwelling fit for thee. 


ee > EE 


PRAYER. 


O rxov God of equity and benevolence ! 
Grant me, I beseech thee, a clear knowledge 
of my duties, and a strong inclination ‘to per- 
form them. ‘Teach me to rule my house with 
wisdom, moderation, and gentleness. May I 
never manifest nor feel a ferocious and vindic- 
tive temper, but ‘act continually under the in- 
fiuence of the mild ‘and generous’ spirit of the 
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gospel. _Melamease remember, that thou, my 
master in heaven, wilt deal with rigour.or 
mercy .in regard..to.me, according as’ I shall 
conduct myself toward those,. whom thou hast 
subjected to my authority, or employed in my 
service. May order my behaviour so pru- 
dently, that they shall love my person, rever- 
ence my power, and cheerfully obey my com- 
mands. Incline me ever to show them jus- 
tice, humanity, and candour. -Give me the 
discretion to ditect, and the vigilance to in- 
spect their labours. May I be just and rea- 
sonable. in my expectations concerning them. 
‘Make me as willing to encourage them when 
they do well, as toreprove their errours. Never 
permit me to abuse them or myself with hasty 
or violent language. Suffer me_ neither to 
despise their persons, nor to. defraud, them,of 
their hire. That which is altogethey-equitable 
may I follow. Make me even more than 
righteous’: may I be good. © In imitation of 
thy sun which shines, and of thy mercy which 
droppeth down from heaven on all parts of 
creation, may I attend to the claims of all my 
inferiours and dependents. Succeed my ¢n- 
deavours to teach them modesty, contentment, 
diligence, and frugality. May I cherish, assist, 
andreward their virtuous dispositions, aud 
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Obliging carriage. Above all, may 1 commend 
them frequently, as I now humbly do, to thy 
compassion and grace, beseeching thee to re- 
new their hearts, and sanctify them by thy 
truth in Jesus Christ, my Lord.... Amen. 





DISCOURSE IX. 















ON THE DUTIES OF INFERIOURS. 


ene 


Coxosstans ili. 22, 





' Servants, obey in all things your masters, according to 
the flesh ; not with eye-service, as men pleasers, but 
tn singleness of heart, fearing God, 


THESE. words lead us to.discourse upon 
the duties of a station, that.has no smallinflu- 
ence on the peace and happiness of private, fa- 

{ — mnilies, and the interest and tranquillity of sock. _ 
ety in general ; a station that is very consider~ 
able for the great number. of those. who, fill. at, 
and that very much, needs.direction,, »beeause ; 
of. the varicties of its duties, and mulitude of { 

0 2 
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» its-témptations, ‘the greatness of its trust, and 
abet Geico th ‘has indeed infect- 
~edjalbranks, but'must be'peculiarly pernicious 
»in¢that'of servants. «°** As’all souls‘are’mine,’? 
~ 4s. the declaration of God in’ Scripture, ° so the 

- attention and endeavors of the ministers of the 

“Gospel should extend to every station of life, 

“that“every member of the Church, in his vo- 

- ation and ministry,” may freely serve God, 

mand keep his commandments.” 

sero el shall, therefore, in this discourse, lay be- 
fore’you some of the principal duties ncum- 

«'bent:upon. servants ; and then conclude with 

*my earnest prayers, that God may so dispose 

- Wetheir hearts to fulfil them, that they may re- 

*eeive his approving sentence at the end of this 
* mortal life. 

*eey Kirst then, it is required: of servants, that 
they: be strictly» honest: “Thou shalt -not 
‘steal,”’ isedirected to all stations. of life ; and 

_ #e@howshalt: not! covet any °thing that’ is thy 

‘ “mieighbor’s,”” extends to every part of the pro- 

veperty of other'men 3 and consequently dishon- 
miésty in any condition of life, is base, shameful, 

wwanibaviéked © Subutatemust be doubly so, when 

» it is-‘committed by those «who put ‘confidence 
winonrhoitesty ; when it is attended with‘a 

' ibreaclof trust, and-aggravated with the basést 
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and blackest ingratitude.; and thus it.mtst al- 
ways be in. all dishonest servants.. There the 
crime of theft is carried to its highest pitch of 
wickedness ; for they rob the person whoputs 
his_goods into their hands with a design to pre- 
serve them ; they injure the man whose inter- 
est they are bound to promote ;. they eat his 
bread, and receive his wages, and viii con- 
trive his ruin. | 
A man has a thousand ways to secure his 
property from strangers, but if those of his owa 
house prove dishonest, he must be undone, 
because it is next to impossible, to prevent 
their villainy. The-midnight thief that breaks 
into a house is not half. so guilty ;, the robber 
that meets me on the high way takes only. what 
I may have about me ;_ he lies under no parti- 
cular obligations, he betrays no trust, Iknow . 
how much I lose, and.may find «means. to re- 
pair it by more diligence, or greater frugality.; 
_but the dishonest.servant. betrays,me, where I 
“thought myself;secure, and under. the profes- 
sion of au attachment to my interest, dees me 
the greatest injury. | deer 


_. Next to these, didenine and applinneiioninge 
duties: incembent upon servants. ..Most of 
the servants inthe Apostle’s days, were’ sugh 
as had been taken m- war, such as had been 












reduced to slavery a misfortunes, or such as, 
by an hard fate indeed, became slaves by be- 
ing born of parents, who, as the Apostle ex- 
presses it, were ‘* under the yoke.” Negli- 
gence, one would think, might have been, in 
some degree excusable in persons, who, with- 
eut their own consent, had lost their freedom, 
had little prospect of ever recovering it, could 
not change their masters when they were ill 
used, and had no reward for their labour, but a 
ficanty subsistence. 
°° Yet the Apostle insists upon the necessity 
of diligently performing their business “ for 
conscience sake.” How much more must it 
be incumbent on servants in our days, to do 
their duty with diligence, who freely, and out 
of’ choice, enter into a kind of covenant, to 
work for certain wages, have it in their power 
to alter their’ circumstances, if they think them 
, and can demand the price of their 
“Jabour ‘when their time is out ? Look 4 pon it 
in what light you please, sloth and idleness in 
this respect are just as fraudulent and crimi- 
nal, as it would be in a person to sell ‘a’com- 
wiodity’ata certain-price, and upon the delive- 
ry, ‘withhold: a’ great part ef it, or spoil the 
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. And besides the injustice’ of it, with res-: 
pect to your masters, besides the fatal conse- 
quences with which it will be attended ina fu-: 
ture existence, it will prove very prejudicial to, 
your present mterest.. You will be little es. 
teemed in the families mto which you may go, 
your residence in them will not be long ; and 
when your character comes to be known, you 
will have no chance to have the best masters, 
the highest wages, the most constant employ- 
ment, the kindest treatment, .or the most ho- 
nourable work ;— all these ye must resign to 
on who deserve them better, to those who 
‘* diligent in business ;’? and conscientix 
om do their duty... You. will contract an 
habit of negligence and idleness, and a certain 
aversion to labour and industry, that may very 
probably make you take some foolish, or des~ 
perate course, or at least will keep you poor and 
low during all your lives. For, as Solomon 
observes, ‘* slothfulness: casteth : into .a deep 
sleep, and the idle soul shall suffer hunger.” | . 
_ Besides these; servants ought to be tracta-) 
ble and patient. Obstinacy and pride are al.) 
ways contemptible, and commonly ruinous:ia 
every rank of life; but they are doubly so im. 
a dependent condition, and peculiarly ridicus 
lous in those, whom the Providence of God’ 
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Ixis ‘placed in a low station. A servant can 


hardly"act in a manner more inconsistent with 
his duty, interest, and condition, than when he 
presumes to direct his master ; ventures to do 
things his own way, in opposition to his mas- 
ter’s will, and is peevish ‘and refractory when 
his'counsel is not followed. It may be right 
upon certain occasions to offer his best advice ; 
but to be perverse because it is not followed, 
is foolish and insolent, because his master 
must be supposed to know his own affairs 
‘best ; because his interest is most at stake, 
and because it is his province to direct, and 
that of the servant to obey. 
"~~ "They whose lot it is to serve other’, must 
resolve to make allowances for their humours, 
to put up with some things that may seem very 
mortifying, and to bear reproofs with patience. 
_ If you have done wrong, it is reasonable that 
you should be reproved. ‘Fhe loser may at 
least have leave to complain, and though an- 
ger in such cases is seldom useful, or wise, in 
‘the master, yet it is natural, and may some- 
times’ carry a good-natured and prudent man 
beyond ‘the strict bounds of discretion, and 
may make him use expressions that may be 
’ ‘mortifying and harsh ;_ in such circumstances 
‘you should remember, that “a soft answer 
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turaeth away wrath’?—that the ingenuous ac« 
knowledgmentt of a fault, and. sincere profess- 
jons of resolution to amend it, seldom fail te 
appease anger : whereas an attempt to vindi- 
cate what is wrong, highly aggravates the of- 
fence ; frivolous excuses offered in order to 
lessen your fault, only betray an insensibility 
of it ; and insolent answers, when you have 
done amiss, might provoke even one of a 
mild temper, and are apt to make a man who 
is already angry, lose all paligages * E:xhort 
servants,’ says St. Paul, ‘ to be obedient to 
their masters, and to please them well in all 
things ; not answering again, nor purloining, 
but shewing all good fidelity, that they may 
adorn the doctrine of God our Saviour im all 
things.’ 
ven when you think yourselves unjustly 
blamed, your answers should be mildand sub- 
missive ; ye should choose the happiest sea- 
son ior your vindication, and have a little 
tience till the fit of passion be subsided. For 
whilst the violence of passion continues, you 
may as well persuade the storm to be calm, as 
to attempt to make an angry man listen, to what 
you have to offer in your vindication, to think 
with calmness, or judge with equity, Insuch 
gases, silence is the greatest. prudence, and a 
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little patience, the nearest and surest way to 

It is here that you can shew yourselves 
euperiour to your masters; for if you can 
command your tempers, speak with discre. 
tion, and act with prudence, when they suffer 
themselves to be transported into rage and 
“fury, you demonstrate that you have more of | 
the reason and sedateness of men, and the spirit 
and temper ‘of christians, than they ; and con- 
sequently, that it is not their merit, but the 
providence of God that has raised them to a 
superiour rank in life ; for, says Solomon, 
‘greater is he that ruleth his spirit, than he 
that ruleth a city.” Above all, remember the 
direction of St. Paul, ‘ Servants, be subject to 
your masters with all fear, not only to the good 
and gentle, but also to the froward.’ Ina 
word, if you would act like christians, you 
must “be subject for conscience sake ; your 
obedience must proceed from a religious prin- 
ciple, and you ought not so much to consider, 
whether or not your master may in niltibele 
deserve your submission, whether or not your 
want of submission is like to affect your pre-. 
‘sent intérest, or whether or not you may be 
‘arrogant without punishment; but chiefly, 
‘that God has commanded fou to be obedienty 
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~ that submiésion. is. your duty, andythatat-is, 
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your interest to do, service with good. willy 
‘as unto. the .Lord, and mot .to .man ; 
knowing that whatsoever good.thing any»man » 
doeth, the same shall he receive of theLord,. 
whether he be bond or free.’ 

Lastly, servants ought to be no blebearers 
nor act as. spies in their master’s. family ; 
this, like dishonesty, is.a breach of. trust, dar 
be attended with very bad consequences to the 
interest and happiness of the master, and sel- 
dom {fails to bring vexation and disgrace upon 
the servant himself. . Indeed, .in a, well regu- 
lated family, he will not,,hear, mor see, any 
thing, that the master needs to/be, ashamed, or 
afraid of, though it. be published.,.to, the 
world ; yet in all families, there, are , certain 
domestic concerns, that the world has no busi- 
ness with; certain private transactions, that as 
they pertain only to that small society, so they . 
should not be known any where eise, and cer- 
tain little regulations and peculiarities in its 
economy, which, though they may not only 
be innocent, but prudent, useful, and necessa- 
ry, yet ought,not to be exposed to the malici- 
ous interpretations, and ill-natured ition of A 
a censorious, world, co 14 
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» A-man’s own house ought to be his sanc- 
tuary,.to which he may. retire, and be safe 
from the sharp eye of malice, and the poison- 
ous sting of the tale-bearer’s tongue. It is 
there that he opens his heart ; and consequent- 
ly, it is there that a tale-bearer is most dange- 
rous and criminal; most dangerous, because 
his being in the family gives him an oportuni- 
ty to hear, and see, most of his master’s tran- 
sactions, and private conduct, and that con- 
nection gives a certain probability to his re- 
ports, and gains them belicf in the world ; 
and most criminal, because he betrays the 
trust reposed in him, and injures the man to 
whom it is his duty to be faithful. Servants, as 
being members of a family, are obliged, by all 
the ties of gratitude and duty, to promote its 
interest, and seek its peace ; ,and nothing is 
more likely to be ruinous to both these, than 
- to publish its private concerns, and whisper in 
the neighbourhood its real or supposed secrets. 
Indeed, much more of its happiness depends 
on the tongues of servants, than they seem to 
be aware of ; a distant hint may be improved 
to its disadvantage, when dropped by~a ser- 
vant ; and how often do tale-bearing servants 
. set families at variance within themselves, and 
sow discord between tiem and their neigh- 
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hours? But ‘ blessed are the peace-mhakers, for 
they. shall be called the ‘children of God ;? 
but cursed are they that foster contention, for 
they are the cihiselieg of ‘the devil, 

Ass you must not publish the private con 
cerns of the families in which you reside, nei- 
their should you pry ifito those of your neigh- 
bours, nor pump their servants in order to dis- 
cover them ; for by doing these things, you 
tempt you neighbours to iniquity, you may in- 
volve yourselves in “trouble, ahd certainly act 
in a way inconsistent with christian charity. 

To conclude ; ‘honesty in your conduct— 
carefulness with respect to such things ’as are 
commited to your charge—diligence in’ your 
work-—patience in your temper—and © pru- 
dence in the government of your tongues 
are the principal duties of your station. And 
these duties you should seriousiy, and’sincere- 
ly, endeavour to discharge, if ‘you would 
wish to obtain the good opinion of the world ; 
if you desire that the wages you receive should 
prosper in your hands ; if you would have the 
approbation of ‘your own hearts, and the com- 
forts of a good conscience ; if you would look 
back upon this existence with pleasure, when 
you stand upon the brink’ of eternity, or hope 
to be received at the awful tribunal of the 
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Supreme Judge of all the earth, with ‘ Well 
done, good and faithful servants.’ Which 
may God, of his infinite mercy, grant to all 


that hear me, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 


A 


HYMN. 


Why should I deprive my neighbour 
Of his goods against his will ? 

Hands were made for honest labour, 
Not to plunder, nor to steal. 


’Tis a foolish self-deceiving 


By such tricks to hope for gain ; 
All that’s ever got by thieving 
Turns to sorrow, shame, and pain. 


Oft we see a young beginner 

- Practise little pilfering ways, 

Till grown up a harden’d sinner, 
Then the gallows ends his days. 


Theft will not be always hidden, 
Though we fancy none espy ; 

When we take a thing forbidden 
God beholds # with his eye. 


Guard my heart, O God of heaven, 
Lest I covet™what’s not mine : 

Rest I steal what is not given, 
Guard my heart and hands from sit. 





PRAYER, 


Almighty and most merciful God! f 
adore thee as a being of perfect wisdom and 
unchangeable goodness. The high and the 
low, the rich and the poor were created by 
thee, and thou art no respecter of persons, I 
desire to be thankful that, though thou hast 
assigned me a humble station in life, thou, hast ° 
yet given me time and inclination to mquire 
after thee my maker, and what thou wilt have. 
me todo. I bescech thee, give me grace to 
know and do thy will. Make me_ faithful in 
my calling. Help me to obey and please those 
whom I serve in all things, which are not for-- 
bidden by thy holy commandments and the 
laws of the land. May T acknowledge their 
authority, and respect their. persons, Save 
me from falling into artful and deceitful prac- 
tices. May I be sincere and without offence, 
not rendering an eye-service, but doing my 
duty willingly and thoroughly, in singleness 
of heart, fearing thee. May I remember that 
it is thy will, and the commandment of Jesus 


Christ, that I should behave. myself with ail 
r?2 
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due subjection to my superiours. May f 
think soberly of myself, as I ought to think. 
In imitation of my holy Master, who made 
himself of no reputation, but took on him the 
form of, a servant, may I humble myself, and 
be’ obedient. Make me careful of the pro- 
‘perty and reputation of the family in which I 
live. May I consider their interest as my 
own. Suffer me neither to mispend my time, 
nor waste their substance. Preserve me 
front all idle and loitéring habits. Whatever 
of duty my hand findeth to do, may I do it 
with my might. © Dispose me to be contented 
‘and happy, and never let me think of bettering 
my condition by unjust means. Grant me to 
realize, that thine eye is ever upon me ; and 
that thou wilt hereafter reward my fidelity and 
_virtue with” everlasting life through Jesus 
* Christ : my Lord....Amen. 





REASONS 
FOR BELIEVING THE TRUTH OF 
DIVINE REVELATION. 


es. 


LuKkE xi. 13, 


Ef ye then being evil know to give good gifts unte 
your children, how much more shall your heavenly 
Father give the holy Spirit to them that ask him. 


. Ir is the wish of .achild to have the will of 
its parent, not merely intimated, but.explicitly 
declared. It is also the wish of God’s hu- 
man offspring to have his requisitions concern- 
ing them clearly revealed. .Now human pa- 
rents, notwithstanding they are often governed 
by peevishness and-passion, are, for the most 
part, happy to gratify the desires of their chil- 
dren. So toe does the Father of lights re- 
joice to dispel the clouds of ignorance, which 
naturally overshadow the mind of man. ‘Fhis 
blessing he bestowed on eur bewildered race, 
when the heavens were opened unto Jesus oF 
NazaretH, and the spirit of God descended 

_ hike a dove, and lighted upon him. ‘This 
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most-precious.of heavenly gifts was conferred 
on men, where there appeared unto the pRiM- 
ETIVE APOSTLES. ¢loven tongues, like as of 
fire, and it sat upon each of them, From 
this.moment of mercy, the religion, which is 
now found. in the. Bible, outweighed all the 
religions, which were ever laid in the balance 
of human reason. -Henceforth mankind were 
instructed in asystem of the most rational 
theology, the most enlarged benevolence, and 
the purest morality, which was ever conceiy- 
‘ed; whilst it no longer wanted, what was 
wanting to the lessons of Plato and Anachar- 
sis; of Tully and Confucius, THE SANCTION 
' (@F DIVINE AUTHORITY. 


<a 





Ezexiek xviii. 3), 32. 

Cast away from youall your transyressions, whereby 

"ye have transgressed; and make you a new heart, 

and @ new: spirits for why will ye die, O house of 
Keracl ? For Ihave nofilcasure in the death of him 
that dieth, saith the Lord God; wherefore turn 
yourselves and live ye. 


~~ "fo frail and offending man, how dreadful 
‘the idea-of) an omnipresent being, who has no 


“goodness ; of an ee being, who is 
destitute of mercy! _Perverse philosophers 
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and dreaming fanaticks have sometimes paint- 
ed the object of our worship in these frightfut 
colours. He, who reads the scriptures, and 
reflects on what he reads, rejoices, that such a 
God is not the God of the bible. “Thatancient 
and venerable book describes the Deity asa 
being, it is true, whom the heaven of heavens 
cannot contain, and whom the armies of the 
universe cannot resist ; who cannot vary from 
the perfections of truth, rectitude, and purity 5. 
who can never behold evil with complacency, 
nor virtue with disapprobation ; and a settled 
law of whose government it is, to reward and 
glorify righteousness, and to punish and” diss 
grace the obstinate sinneri’ At'the same'time, 
we are instructed from the same pages of 
heavenly wisdom to consider the righteous 
governour of the world, as the father and 
friend of his human offsprmg ; whois not 
willing that they should perish; »who-delights. 
notin their wickedness ‘and misery, but in 
their uprightness and felicity ; who accepts 
their sincere penitence and confirmed reforma- 
tion in place of immaculate innocence ; who, 
when he first formed fallible man out of the 
dust of the ground, proposed to be very good 
to this creature of his power ; whose benev- 
elence is, in fact, the principle of all hig works; 
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whose very nature is love; who is equally 
glorious for his benignity, as for his wisdom ; 
and no less amiable for the multitude of. his 
tender mercies, than fearful for the di isplay s of 
almighty and universal energy. Such is the 
Jew’s and the christian’s God. So consistent, 
so lovely, and so perféct a character of the Su- 
preme Being never existed in the mind of 
any uninspired man: Compare, on this point, 
all the theology of all the pagans with the de- 
clarations of scripture, and the palpable con- 
trast affords palpable proof, that propHEcy 
€AME NOT IN OLD TIME BY THE WILL 
OF MAN; BUT HOLY MEN oF GoD SPAKE 
AS THEY WERE MOVED BY THE Hoty 
Guosrt. 


net Eee. 





Luxe xix. 40. 


debe deiniived and said unto them, I tell you, that 
Af these should hold their peace, the stones would im- 
mediately ery out. 


Tats is to be understood as a_ proverbial 
kind of expression, signifying the certainty of 
Christ’s Messialship. The skeptical phari- 
sees, desirous of damping the joy, and 
quenching the zeal, of those pious Jews, who 
glorified God for visiting and~redeeming hii 
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people, requested Jesus to rebuke his extraya- 
gant disciples, and teach them moderation. 


‘** By no means,” he replies. ‘¢ ‘Their re- 
joicing is in the highest degree reasonable and 
decorous. This is the most joyous day ever 
known in Judea. It is the happy era, of 
which your prophets have prophesied, and 
your poets sung. In their predictions, you 
boast a future Prince of peace, and exult in 
the expected privileges of his reign. That 
Prince hath come, and his reign is commen- 
ced. His works and triumphs _incontestibly 
prove it. The blind receive their sight, and 
the lame walk ; the lepers are cleansed, and 
the deaf hear ; the dead are raised up, and 
the poor have the gospel preached to theme 
These blessings your fathers saw in vision 
only ; but you see them literally : it was 
theirs to enjoy them in mere prospect ; it is 
yours to taste and realize them :—they could 
say, Rejoice greatly, O daughter of. Zion, 
for thy king cometuH ; but far more blessed 
are your eyes, which behold this king, ar- 
READY COME, actually dispensing. the light 
of his doctrine and the honours of yhis salva- 
tion. Amidst these brilliant proofs. of the 
Messiah’s advent, it is ev idence of your stu- 
pidity to deny his divi ine mission, and of your 


se a> NLS Se RN Re A SANT ELEM ATE EI EE POLIT TP LC I A I Lo 
= - ote, 24a tee —— nu = 















180 


ervy,and ,malice to attempt repressing the 
xapture of his followers. For, if his entrance 
into your city, .on this remarkable occasion, 
should excite no acclamations of the people, 
inapimate nature would accuse them of insen- 
sibility and ingratitude, and the very stones in 
the street become the organs of his praise.” 


~~ <a 


y MATTHEW V. 5. 
Blessed are the meck ; for they shall inherit the earth. 


Lowe had the heathen philosophers per- 
plexed themselves and their scholars, in dis- 
cussing the subject of the ‘ chief good.” 
Their opinions concerning it were contradic- 
tory and endless. One sought it in riches, 
- another in mirth, a third in revenge, a fourth 
in women, a fifth in conquest, a sixth in hib- 
erty, and aseventh in fame. The sage of 
“Nazareth, untutored by Socrates, and utitet. 
‘tered it’ the lore of Aristotle, exposed the 
grossness of their errours, and by the radiance 
of hjs heavenly wisdom dispelled the clouds 
‘and darkness, which enveloped their reason- 
ings. Fle taught his disciples to look for the 
sovereign happiness, not in the splendour of a 
“Court, but in the humble cottage of content- 
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ment ; not in the dissipations of the gay, but 
among the pupils of adversity ; not at the 
tables of the luxurious, but in the life of him 
who eats of wisdom’s bread, and drinks of the 
wine which she has mingled ; not in the in- 
dulgence of malevolent, but in that of the 
pacifick dispositions; not, in short, in the 
emoluments, distinctions, and pleasures of 
sensual and selfish man, but in patience, hu- 
mility, and moderation; in the acquisition 
of that moral purity and that unfeigned be- 
nevolence, which constitute the felicity of 
God. 

This doctrine, so astonishing and incred- 
ible in the eye of a corrupt and stupid world, 
carries proof of its divinity and truth to the 
heart of reflection. How much happier, for 
example, are the MEEK believers in revelation, 
than proud infidels who contema what they 
have never examined, and profane what they 
do not understand! How much happier the 
MEEK disciples of Christ who calmly endure 
affliction, than froward fatalists who gall them- 
selves with its yoke !_ How much happier the 
MEEK Whoare slow to anger and candid in 
construction, than those waspish spirits who 
make aman an offender. for a word; the 
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‘week who forgive an injury, than the wrath- 
ful duellist, who cleanses his honour in the 
blood of'a companion ; the mz£x who quietly 
‘enjoy, than the passionate who eagerly con- 
tend ; the meex who by sweetness of tem- 
per and gentleness of manners are always 
‘multiplying friends, than the petulant and 
morose who are always losing them; the 
MEEK Who prepare for trouble in the present 
world, which they consider as a passage to a 
better, than the impetuous and violent sons 
©f ambition, who are continually jostled and 
bruised in a crowd of rivals, and stung by 
disappointments, without a ray of consolation 
ar of hope from the light of the gospel ! 


- —<=aee—-- 





Luxe x. 30—37. 
“And Jesus answering, said, 4 certain man, &c. tc. 


* 


.., Inis to no purpose, that we are sometimes ! 
asked, Haye there been fewer wars among 
nations, or feuds between individuals since, 
than there were before, the introduction of 
christianity ? The question is not, What is 
the conduct of nominal christians ? But, What 
is the genuine spirit of the religion they pro- 

~ fess ? Every one knows, that it is a spirit of 


TOLERATION, PEACE, and cuargity. And 
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ewcry one acknowledges that, were this. spirit, 
universally imbibed, ation would no longer 
lift up sword against nation, nor Jews abom- 
inate Samaritans, nor papists protestants, nor 
these dissenters. In the grand article of ung- 
VERSAL PHILANTHROPY, the gospel infinite- 
ly exceeds all the systems of morality that 
ever appeared in the world. It evidently de- 
signs to slay the enmity subsisting between 
different peoples, and kindreds, and sects ; to 
unite them into one family under a common 
head ; and to inspire them with a reciprocal 
and active BENEVOLENCE. 

It is our joy to believe, that this divine 
purpose of our religion is by no means defeat- 
ed. If the gospel has not ended, it has great. 
ly mitigated, the horrours of war ;. and calm- 
ed, if not quelled, the rage of private malice, 
envy, and revenge. It has, enlightened and 
quickened the moral sense of mankind ; _re- 
fined the publick opinion ; founded beneficent 
institutions ; induced gentle manners; and 
made the morals of men as much better, as. 
their lights are stronger, than were those of 
the ancients. This is the Lord’s doing, and 
it is marvellous in our eyes. This is the day,* 
which the Lord hath made ; we will rejoiee 
* Writtea Dec. 25, 1802. 
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and be glad in it. Glory to God in the high. 


est ; On earth PEACE } GOOD WILL to men ! 
For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is 
given, and heis justly called—The Prince of 
PEACE. 
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MATTHEW, iv. 11. 
Then the devil leaveth him, and behold angels came and 
ministered unto him. 





Wureraer the temptation of Jesus Christ, 
as recorded by the evangelists, was a real tran- 
saction, or, which is probably the case, a 
Jewish allegory, is a question wholly uncon- 
nected with our present object. It is assert- 
ed on divine authority, and therefore unques- 
tionably true, that the life of Christ was a 

 sééne of suffering and of temptation. It is 
also equally manifest, that he /earned obedience 
by the things which he suffered, and though 
tempted in all points like as we are, yet he 
was without sin. His sufferings served but. 
to confirm and display his virtue, and all his 

conflicts were crowned with victory. He had 
the ‘appetites and feelings of man. He was 
sénsible of hunger and thirst after fasting, of 
cold when naked, of fatigue on journies, and 
of pain when pierced and wounded. But the 
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preternatural power, which he exerted to. feed | 
the thousands who followed him, and to restore - 
soundness and vigour to the deformed and: 
sick, was never employed for his own com-. 
fort. He had the passions of man. He was. 
occasionally angry ; but his anger was tem- 
pered with compassion, and never degenerated 
into peevishness, nor bordered on malice er 
revenge. He was alive to pleasure, but he 
pleased not himself ; and to joy, but he sought 
that which was set before him: in the heavenly 
state. He was not insensible to calumny and 
reproach. But though reviled for inadequate 
pretensions to the Messiah’s dignity, he calm- 
ly submitted to the contempt of scoffers, in- 
stead of aimsing at such an unlimited exercise. 
of miraculous gift, as would -have compelled 
the conviction and allegiance of the world. 
Finally, it was- natural for him to prefer nches 
to poverty, fame to.ignominy, and power to 
dependence. Yet the fact was, he hadneither 
wealth nor wealihy connexions, notwithstand- 
ing he was able to draw money from the fishes. 
ef the sea for the payment of tribute. He as- 
pired after no glory, but that, which was _de- 
signed him by the Father of the universe de- 
fore the world was. He was ‘in quest of a 
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kingdom ; but his kingdom was not of this 
world : though offered a crown, he refused to 
accept it. Concerning a character thus sin- 
gle, and so incongenial with the general spirit 
and views of mankind, the opinion of every 
candid judge will be that, which was long 

since formed by a noble Roman, Tru yr 
- THIS MAN was THE Son or Goo. 


oe oe I 


1 Cor. xv. 53. 
This mortal must fut on immortality. 


Tus, to be sure, is a very extraordinary 
proposition, and one which severely exercises 
the mind of every rational believer. To be 
told, that the body of man, which is sustained 
by food, grows to perfection, decays, dies, 
and corrupts like that of other animals, will 
hereafter be resuscitated and made a glorious 
and incorruptible body, is a doctrine so con- 
trarious to present observation, that the deist 
immediately rejects it. But the marks of au- 
thenticity and truth, which it bears, convict 
him of extreme temerity. At least it merits 
a rigorous examination, Of all the proofs, 
and there are several, which are brought to 
ts support, the weightiest and brightest is the 
resurrection of Christ. This argument, 
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whicli.is managed with great force in the con- 

text, lies in a small compass, and is easily ap- 

prehended. It is principally contained be- 

tween the twelfth and twentieth verses, and 
the sum of itis this. If there shall be no 
resurrection of the virtuous, whence the res- 

-urrection of Jesus Christ? If Jesus Christ 
did not rise from the dead, your faith in the 
gospel is vain. If your faith in the gospel is 
vain, we, apostles, are of all men the greatest 
liars, and of all liars the greatest fools. For 
what do we gain by our false testimony and 
and absurd doctrine ? Mockings, scourgings, 
bonds, and imprisonment ! In defence of this 
system of folly and fanaticism, our lives are 
every moment in jeopardy ; and we have too 
many reasons to believe, that a firm adherence 
to our cause, and on this we are determined, 

will finally subject us to the shame, agonies, 
and death of our master. No, christians. 
Our cruel sufferings and still more horrid ex- 
peetations prove the truth of our sestimony, 
which proves the truth of the gospel, which 
involves the reality of Christ’s resurrection, 
which. proves the possibility and certainty of 
yours, and is the deep and immoyeable foun- 
dation of your heavenly hopes. 
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Hen. iv. 9. 
There remaineth—ma reat to the picofile of God. 


To the Jew, tired of his travels in Arabian | 
deserts and of wars with savage idolaters, a 
prospect of repose in the land of Canaan was 
extremely grateful. To the christian, wearied 
with the toils and sick of the amusements and 
flatteries of the week, how welcome the return 
of a day, which is graced with the name of his 
Lord! Yet neither of these rests is perma- 
nent. or satisfactory. The man of faith and 
righteousness aspires to an happier country, 
than was ever found on the banks of Jordan, 
and after a more quiet and glorious sabbath, 
than christendom affords. And, blessed be 
God, he does not seek in vain. For him there 
is. in reversion a state, in which there will be 
no labour but that of love, and no business. 
but that of praise ; a day succeeded by no 
night ; an eternal round of pleasures unmix- 
ed with pain; an age of peace, virtue, and 
consolations ; where ignorance will give place 
to knowledge, the slumbers of sloth to perpet- 
ual wakefulness and activity, the pangs of re- 
morse to the approbation of angels, the malice: 
ef enemies to the supports of friendship, and 
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the distressful apprehensions of poverty and 
death, to the possession of an imperishable in- 
heritance and an interminable life. 

The certainty of such a state is manifest 
from various appearances in the natural world, 
from ancient opinion, the longing desirés of 
every bosom, the present inscrutable govern- 
ment of an impartial Deity, and especially 
from his express revelations concerning it by 
Jesus Christ, WHEREOF HE HATH GIVEN 
ASSURANCE UNTO ALL MEN, IN THAT HE 
MATH RAISED HIM FROM THE DEAD. 


Honma erteace 


I. Kines, xix. 4. 
And he requested for himself that he might die; and 
said, It is enough ; now, O Lord, take away my &fe. - 


Wuo does not mourn the frailty of hu- 
man nature, and the occasional weakness of 
the strongest faith! Elijah, that bold and faith- 
ful prophet of the Most High; Elijah, who 
was fed by the ravens of the desert,- who 
could miraculously replenish the barrel of 
meal, and the cruse of oil- for the widow of 
Zarephath, and wrest from the hands of death. 
her beloved child; Elijah, who, defying the 
power of an idolatrous monareh, rebuked him 
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to his face, and, in the presence of his coum 
tiers, slew four hundred and fifty of his pro- 
phets; Elijah—is here flying, like a coward, 
from the face of an impotent woman, and 
peévishly wishing to dic, on account of her 
threats ! 

This eminent servant of religion is not the 
only instance of inconsistency in good men, 
which the scriptures have recorded. Abra- 
ham, the friend of God, was once guilty of 
base prevarication. Moses, the pattern of 
meekness, once practised the most impious 
temerity. David, the most upright of princes, 
and the ornament of his age, was once guilty 
of adultery and; murder... Hezekiah, in the 
general,. remarkably pious and humble, was, 
in one instance, as remarkable for his pride 
and vanity. And the aposile Feter, who 
cheerfully submitted to crucifixion, for the 
sake of the gospel, was once the profane denicr 
of his lord ! 

What is the inference from’ these facts.’ 
THE SCRIPTURES ARE DIVINELY TRUE. 
They exhibit a faithful picture of human life’ 
m the early ages of the world, and of the con- 
duct of Providence towards good men. Had 
the sacred writers been actuated by a spirit of 
imposture, instead of publishing, they would 
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have concealed, the - failings and crimes of 
themselves and their heroes. But they freely 
narrate their vices as well as virtues, and aré 
contented to be numbered, through all suc- 
ceeding ages, among the transgressors of 
mankind, rather than sacrifice a particle of 
the truth. 


a III ae 


I. Kines, xxi. 20. 


And Ahab said to Elisha, Hast thou found me, O mine 
enemy ? 


Licut is sweet, but not toa diseased 
eye; and toa vitiated palate the pleasantest 
fruits have no flavour. As an ear-ring of 
gold, and an ornament of fine gold, so is a 
wise reprover upon an obedient ear. But 
there are brutish beings in human shape, who 
are as insensible to instruction, as the deaf 
adder that stoppeth her ear, which will not 
hearken to the voice of charmers, charming 
never so wisely. Attempt to rouse these 
stupid mortals from their guilty lethargy, and 
you educe at once the whole poison of their 
hatred. It is the pungency of truth to a de- 
praved heart, which creates the enmity sub- 
sisting between a foolish child and a wise pa- 
rent, between a disorderly citizen and a vigi- 
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Tant magistrate, between a wretched rake and 
his faithful pastor, between, in short, the de- 
termined unbeliever, and that gospel which 
condemns his iniquities. A bad life is in 
fact the root of infidelity. Had the rites of 
christianity been those of paganism, or had its 
Author preached a Mahometan paradise, he 
and his apostles had never suficred the agonies 
of the cross. Because, however, they darted 
the lightning of reproof on the oppressive ru- 
ler and the hypocritical scribe, and rolled the 
thunder of almighty wrath upon a voluptuous 
world, they were hated and slain as the ene- 
mies of mankind. Letthe skeptick, therefore, 
tremble on account of his moral condition, 
when he reads the character of his disbelief 
in the following lmes. He that believeth on 
him is not condemned ; but he that believeth 
not is condemned already ; because he hath 
not believed in the name of the only begotten 
son of God. And this is the condemnation, 
that light is come into the world, and men 
loved, darkness rather than light, because 
their deeds were evil. For every one that 
docth evil hateth the light, neither cemeth to 
the light, lest his deeds should be reproved. 
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* Quincy—Rev. Peter Whitney. oad 


Roxbury—Rev. E. Porter, Rev. T. Gray, Rev.. 
J. Bradford. 


Raynham—Rev. Dr. Fobes. 


Salem——Rev. Dr. Barnard, Rev. Dr. Prince, Revé. 
Mr. Bentley, John Dabney, Esq. 


Sharon—Rev. J. Whitaker. 
Stoughton-—Rev..Mr. Richmond. 
Scituate—Rev. Dr. Barnes, Rev. Mr. Thomas. 
Scarboro’——Rev. Thos. Lancaster, Rev. N. Tilton. 
Standish——Rev. Mr. Marrett. 

Baco—Rev. Mr. Whitcomb. 
Shrewsbury—Rev. Joseph Sumner. 
Southboro’—Rev. Mr. Parker. 
Sturbridge—Rev. Mr: Lane. 
Spring field—Rev. B. Howard. 
Shirley—Rev. P. Whitney. 
Sandwich-—Rev. Mr.. Burr, Mr. Elisha Clap. 
Taunton—Rev. J. Pipon. 
West-Spring field—Rev. Dr. Jos.. Lathrop. 
Woolwich——Rev. Josiah Winship. 
Waterford—-Rev. Lincoln Ripley. 
Winslow—Rev. Mr. Cushman. 
Weils—Rev. Dr. Hemmenway, Rev. Mr. Fletcher. 
Weston—Rev. Dr. Kendall. 
Watertown-—Rev. Mr. Eliot. 
Walpfole—Rev. G. Morey. 
Wrentham—-Rev. E. Fiske. 
Weifleet-—-Rev. Mr. Whitman. 
Waltham—Rev. Jacob Cushing. 
Worcester—-Rev. Mr. Bancroft, Mr. 1. Thomas, jus. 
Wiscasset—Rev. H. Packard, A. Bradford, esq. 

_ Westboroughe—Mr. Charles Parkman. 

5 Rev. Roswell Messenger. 





